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As Bad bs: 1b 

2 Occaſion of preaching the follows. 

ing Sermon, fo far-lefs had I any Ii. 

tention of publiſhing 'it after it ar 

preached. But as, By the unenpeltes 

Appointment of the Venerable" Aſſembly, 

1 was obliged to do the. one; ſo, by the 

ſurpriziug Importunity q many«'worthy. © 

Members, I was engaged tu do the others\ 7 

And ſeeing! I bad in my Sermon touched © *. 
generally at the Diviſions of. this Church, 
and what I thought proper for Peace 

and Union, it came into my Mind, when. © 
going to tranſcribe: the Sermon,” that it 
might be of ſome Uſe (after what the late 

Venerable: Aſſembly bath done for healing 
our  Breaches, 1 and. reſtoring of Peace) 
to ſubjoin an Appendix, wherein I might 

tell my Mind more freely and particular- 

I concerning the 0 Diviſions and 
Troubles of this Church, and literviſe 
the Cauſes and Remedies of the ſame: 

2 1 Which 
A LT 8 


l 


* 


| ©**, 
IV: i 


concerned to have Pity upon their Mo- 


ther- Church in her preſent Situation, and 
. timegafly to conſider and follow. the 


Things which make for Peace and Con- 
&rd tn Ber. Some may think it ſtrange, 
iat TI rake uon me 10 ſpeak ſo mur h 
on this Subjelt, when others, more ca- 

pie ta ab Service this Way, are ſilent. 


Ver bis Concern for Jeruſalem in hir Day; 


aua it is that only which ſorceth me to 


ſpeak, come f it enbat will: Pſal. exxii. 
22 8, 9. Peace be within thy Walls (0 


alaces, For my Brethren and Compa- 
nions Sake, I will now ſay, Peace be 


within thee. Becauſe of the Houfe of, 


tbe Lord our God, I will ſeek thy Good. 
Tie Lord bimſelf bleſs what is honeſtly 
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i PREFACE. WW 
Which indeed 1 have done, and therein 


1d other Reaſon: but what David gives. 


Fernſalem ) and Proſperity within thy, 


3» lads vl l a 04.938 
Abs ii. 1, 2. Aud whin the Day of 5 
Pentecoſt uus, fully come, : the 
All with one Avrord in 00 be, oe 1 
ſuddenly there came a, Sound, 
bes, as of a rujbing a! 10 


oY \ 


þ {YI 
= ERE we . nad the DE 
Hl ſcent of the Holy G hoſt u upon che 
Apoſtles and Diſciples, which 
ri had promiled for qualiſy- 
ing them for the Work of the 
. . Miniſtry, and for planting” 181 
Chriftian Church; and the Difficulties attend 
In the Words obſerve, , * 

16, The Time when this az the Day of” 
Pentecoſt, being one of the Jobi ſb Feaſts, kept 
in Remembrance of the Giving of the Law On 


Mount Sinai, which happened 144) Years before 


this, upon the firſt Day of the Week, as learned 
Men obſer ve. This Day is pitched on. for ale 
the Holy Ghoſt to promulgate = Goſpel, call — 

dh 
* U 1 


the Law from Mount Zion ; and this Year the 


= of 


N Pemtecaſt ſell alſo on the firſt Day of the 
Veek, or Lord's Day, ſeven Weeks aſter our 
Lord's Reſurrection, when the Apoſtles and Diſ- 


ciples were met together for publick Worſhip, ac- 


cording to their wonted Practice ever ſince that 


Time. The Word Pentecoſt ſignifieth Fiſtieth, 


and it is ſo called, becauſe this Feaſt was always 
the Mieth Day after the Paſſover; and ſeeing 


the Paſlover this Vear fell on the Zewiſs Sabbath, 


Pentecoſt being the fiftieth Day thereafter, beho- 
ved to' be on the firſt Day 'of the Week : So that 
God's ſending- down the Holy Ghoſt on this Day, 


when the Diſciples-were ſolemnly aſſembled for 


Worſhip; was a ſolemn Approbation of the Chri- 
N e a Seal from Heaven to its In- 
2%, Obſerve the Frame and Diſpoſition of the 


Apoſtes and Diſciples at this Time, they were all 
met with one Accord, Orig. 6ueluuedy, with on, 


Ming, or with Unanimity. There was now no 


Diſcord nor Striſe among them, but great Love, 
Harmony and Unity ever ſince their Lord's Re- 
ſurrection, which engaged them to ſpend their 
Time ſweetly in Prayer and Praiſes together. And 
this happy Diſpoſition did remarkably qualify and 
prepare them for the extraordinary Effuſion of the 
Holy. G hoſt, which Chriſt had promiſed to them. 
34%, Obſerve the Countenance given from Hea- 


ven to this harmonious Aſſembiy, and the Bleſſing 


beſtowed upon them, even the Down- pouring 
. 6f the Spirit from on high, which was attended 
with a Sound from: Heaven, like the Ruſhing of @ . 
mighty Wind. The Holy Spirit chuſed to de- 
ſcend in this Manner, ſeeing in Scripture he is — f 
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John iii. 8. in regard it blows indiſcernibly and 


freely, according to God's Direction, and is of a 


ſubtile Nature, penetrating into every Crevice; 
Again, this Wind. comes not only with great, 
Noile, but with great Force, as if it would bear 
all down before it, to ſignify the powerſul Influen- 
ces and Operations of the Spirit of God upon 
Mens Souls by the Apoſtles Miniſtry; that the 
ſame would prove mighty throng God to the C 


ſting down of all - ſinful Imaginarions and ſirbig 


Holds. Theſe bleſſed Operations have in all Ages 
been reproached and ſlandered; ſo were they in the 
Apoſtles. Days, as the Efett' of ng 
ARS ii. 13. fo in our Days, as the Product of Eu- 
thilſiaſm and  Melancholly., But, whatever the 


World think or ſay, the Holy Spirit is the great 
pPromiſe and Bleſſing of the Goſpel church, which” 


all Chriſt's Miniſters and People do wait and pray 
for with the greateſt Earneſtneſs. And tho” his 
miraculons Gifts are not to be expected now as in. 
the firſt Ages of the Church, yet his powerful 
Operations for regenerating and ſanctiſyiug bis 

People, his gracious-Influences for blefling bis Or- 


dinances, and for guiding both bis Miniſters and 


People in the Ways of Truth and Peace, are pro- 
miſed to his Church to the End of Time. And 
when is it moſt likely that theſe will be beſtowed 

on them ? even hen they are aſſembled together 
with one Accord for the Service zud Glory of 


their Redeemer, as in the Text, a 
DOCTRINE. © 1705 
Mutual Concord, Love, and Unity in the Af 
 ſemblies of Chriſt's Miniſters and People, 4 
F n C0 


«* 
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© The Method p ropoſe for tiſccurling this Sub. 
jet, is, 1, To wherein” this mutual Con- 
Lord doth conſiſt. 24, TO ſpeak of the Excel- 
levy of it.” 3a, Torthew that it doth uſherin 
the Dovn- pouring of the Spirit. , W 
rm procncat! Im rovement. dn 55 


ys Wherein doth this. muthal. nur among 
Miniſters and CRriſtians conſiſt? In the 50 
I ſhall ihew) negazrvely,, what it is Hot. 
LIT not an Agreement in any ſinſul Courſe, 
uch as is to be found among Thieves or Rogues 3 
I; 7 as Was 7 2 400 faiſe Prophets, 
15 to dp N Way to ſooch and 
ne to diſſent from 
them met pig, Finke de Ar. his holy Concord 
not neff an Agreement of Thoughts and 
e in all Things: For as long as! we are 
this State of. — and know but in 
art, we will differ about many Things. Euen a 

7 and a Paul diſagreed in their Opinions 
and Meaſures: about ſome Things. Yet — dif- 
ferent , Sentiments about leſler Things ſhould: not 
interrupt that holy Unity and —— which. 
ought to.reign among Miniſters and Chriſtians... 

9 the net Place, I come to ſhew. politively 
wherein this Unity and Concord doth ly 52/6; It 
lies in our | Agreement to believe and ſpeak the 
ſame neceſfary and eſſential Truths, according; to: 
the Apoftle's Exhortation, 1 Coy. i. 10. Miniſters | 
. muſt agree to belieye and preach the ſame Savi- + 
Of the 3 Truths, the — Duties, and che 
Nut Promiſes and Threatnings. All our Fufpits 


uld give a 4 harmonious Sound in ſetting 12 * 
' the 


N 


tance for Sim; atic} of inward Regeneratiot 
well as outward Refermation; and the mit 
rable Connedtien'that is betwixt Holineſs and Ha- 


Man; no Hypociite, that hath only a bare Pof 


Peg 
wg” 
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M3 - 4s 
the Miſery of Sinners by Nature, while tindef th 


ovenant of Works; and Curle of the Lay; 
the. vnſpcaktable Bull that is in Sit-; the Neceſſity 
of arr infinite Satisfaction to offended Joltice ; the 
ſupreme Deity of Jeſus Chriſt our only Surety and 
Saviour ; the Greattieſs/ of the Purchaſe: of his 
Blood, i& meriting Freetloin-froth Wrath, the L 
mage of God, and eternal Glory to us ; and that 
there is rio Salvation for us but in him alone; and 
by Faith iti his Righteouſneſs: We muſt agree to 
ſet forth the Neceffity of Humiliation and Re, 


* 


neſs ; that no profane Perſoti; no mere mo 


of Godlineſs, ſhall enter the Kingdom of Hea bett, 
We muſt unite in ſetting forth the Terror atid 
Strictneſs of the Judgment-day; and the Miſery 
of Chriſtleſs Sinners then, and that none but trus 
Believers and real Saints can ſtand in that Day : 
That the Way to Paradiſe is a ſtrait and narrow 
Way, and that there are few who find it? That 
faving Grace cahnot conſiſt with the Reigrrof ons 
Luft ; and; whatever the World fay of Puti- 
ty, Preeiſeneſs and Strictneſs, that without Purity 
and Holitiefs, both of Heart and Life, there is h 
Salvation. Now, # there be Concord and Unit 
— us in theſe Things, it is no ſmall Happi- 
8. | | 5 
24%, Concord among Miniſters lies in their puts 


fing the ſame chief. Seope and Way of Manag: 


ment in their miniſterial Exbours ; when they u- 
nite in determining to know nothing among theif 
3 Chriſt ana him VIS in proclaim 

im to Sitiners - their only Remedy atid Sa- 


, ' 


viour, 


Pg 


— 5 


viour, the Fountain both of. Juſtification; and 

Sanctification; and. in making it the Scope and End 

of all their Sermons, Warnings, Threatnings and 
Directions, to lead Sinners from Sin and Self, to 
Precious Chrift and free Grace diſplayed in him. 
Again, we mult agree to preach to our Hearers 
betwixt the Precious 


_— 


100 


differencingly, to diſlingu | 
and the Vile, and to keep back Dogs from the 


Childrens Bread. We mult agree to be zealous | 
and diligent in the Work of ſaving Souls; to put 
forth all our Strength in it, and reckon the Gain 


of a Soul more valuable than a Treaſure. We 
muſt unite in looking to God for his Bleſſing u- 


pon our Labours, and in N upon the Ope- 


rations of his Spirit for all our Succeſs; firmly 
believing, that tho? Paul plant, and Apollos wa- 
ter, all is nothing, unleſs God give the Increaſe. 
+ +34y, This Comcors lies much in that zzutua? 
Love and Affection which we ought to cheriſh 


and maintain to one another. Obſerve how warm- | 


ly. Paul ſpeaks of Epaphras Miniſter at Colos, 
Col. i. 7. As ye learned of -Epaphras our dear 
Fellow-ſervant, who is for you a faithful Mini- 
fter of Chriſt. And how our Lord ſpeaks of John 
the Baptiſt, Mar. xi. 11. Among them that are born 
of Nomen, there hath not riſen 4 greater. than 

ohn the Baptiſt. And how great the Love was 
the primitive Miniſters and Chriſtians bore to one 


another, Acts iv. 32. where it is aid, They were 


mity and Affection to one aagther, 


all of one Heart and of one Soul. Their mutual 
Affection was ſo great, they were as if they had 


but one Heart and Soul among them all. O for 
ſomething of this primitive Diſpoſition ! Tho? 


we ſhould differ in Sentiments, let us unite in A- 


ably, 


* 
38 6 * 
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Eo Sa, © Toe 
* arhly; Tt lies in our 8 Endeavour, 10 pro 
mote the Kingdom and Glory of Chriſt our com- 

mon Maſter, like fo any ervants in the fame 
Houſe al joining in their ſeveral Capacities to car- 

ry on and further their Maſter's Work. This we 
are to do, by joining our Counſels in the Tudica- 
tories of the Church, attending publick Worſhip' 
together, diſpenſing the Word and Sacraments to- 
gether, pouring out our Hearts and mourning to- 


gether for the Sins and Deſections of the Land 


— ” * wo Www n r NN % * 


and Church whereof we are Members, praying 
Voith and for one another both in publick and pri- 
A vate. e S Wine 
b 5x, It conſiſts in our mutual Sm pathy and 
Fellow: feeling one with another, both as to Sor- 


| rows and Joys. We ſhould unite to ſupport the 


Credit and Reputation of one another, and to 
prevent the Hurt and Prejudice of one another, 
f when it is in our Power. We ſhould bear one a 
nother's Burdens wee with them that weep ; and 
| have a Fellow-feeling of the Calamities and Di- 
ſtreſſes of one another, as if they were our own: 
Likewiſe, we ſhould rejoice with them that re- 
joice; particularly, we ſhould bleſs God for the 
| ' Proſperity of one another, and rejoice in their 
Gifts, Graces, and Succeſs, without any 2 
| Grudging' or Repining, even tho* their Qualifi- 
| cations ſhould obſcure ours; faying, I Chriſt in- 
creaſe, no Matter th ave decreaſe. N 
II. The ſecond Head is, The Excellency of this 
Chriſtian Unity and Concord, which will appear 
in theſe Things ; 2 

Iſt, It is the Strength of the Church. As U- 

nion and Concord in a Nation, Army, Family 


or any Society, is the main Thing that ſupports 
| | e and 


in. Af 


* 
ee oo N Church of Sad 
5 ſerves , 10 is N wirn the. -hurch Or ,: 
Union is to che Church what Walls are to Cit! 
it makes Feruſalem as a Ci pompatiy built, to- 
; gether, it makes the Church terrible as an Army 
irh Banners. When it was demanded of Agee 
tans, Wby Lagedemon had no Walls? He , an- 
* e phe Concors of the Citi geus as its 
Feng. I's at! K 41+ oe Jae 
I 2475 It is the Churchꝭs Beavry,.and that which 
makes her fhine with a moſt amiable Luſtre ; nay, 
it makes her to reſemble the Church triumphant 
| above, where there is pertect Union, « Calmneſs | 
and Serenity for ever. There one Angel doth not 
rr with another, nor one Saint miſtake another. 
his makes a Goſpel - Miniſtry very beautiful t 
On-lookers, Ia. li. 1. How . beautiful: upon the 
Mountains are the Feetaf him that brimgeth gaod 
1gings, and publiſutth Pace! Now, What made 
them appear ſo amiable? See it in v. 8. Thy Watoh- 
men (pail Lt up the Voice, with the Foige tage- 
ber ſpall ſing ; i. e. They ſhall all ſing one Tune; 
one thall net pull down what another builds up, 
nor in any Thing jarr with; his Neighbour; Which 
ſurely is very beautiſul to behold. ee ee 
za, It isa noble Mean of the Church's 1z- 
creaſe. Union allures Strangers to the Church, 
Whereas Diviſion drives them away. As the Har- 
mony of well tuned Voices invites others to come 
and join with them, ſo the Concord of the primi- 
tive Church made Religion amiable in the Judg- 
ment ofampartial Heathens; thereſore it is written, 
That, ben they ſerved God 2virþ one Aecord, 
Cod added 70 them gaily ſueh as Pνjẽi,üe ſaves 
(ts ii. 46, 47. Which Was agreeable to. an ancient 


NVaphecy concerning the Church, That, when Gag , 
0 X - " } 


is 
? 
( : 
12 
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If ox:onds Pager tn her 4 River, the,Geprily ſhall 

core in like a flowing Stream, Ta. txvi. 120 4 

.li, It is molt agreeable to the Nature of Go. 

and acceptable to the lead of rhe Church: Hence 

| it is that he frequently ſtiles himſelf the God of 
in ſuch Titles.” And indeed it is much for his Glory, 
o ſee all his Family, Children and Servants, living 
peaceably together, and loving one another: a hen 

I this happy Diſpoſition reigns among them, the 

Lord tees his Satisfaction with it, as Act, iv. 24. 

i will come then and hold Commytyon with 
them, 2 Cor. ili. 11. Be of one Mind, live iu 
Peace, and the God of Love and gence Pal bs 
wih yur. . Obſerve how very pleallng to God, 
Was Abram's Inclination to Peace and Concord; 
Arran Love toit made him willing, teh yield 
and cede bis Right to Sor that wWwas his Tafexior, 

and. giye lum bis Choice of the Land, Gen. Xii. 8 

9. Aud Abram, {ard to Lot, Lu there le no Strife, | 
rap thee, beten we and rhee, and between my. 

Y Heramen and thy Herqmen; for aue be Brethren. 
EL Js Fs the, uhole. Lan before thee? If thou wilt | 
tale the Left- hand, I ill go to the Right, &c. 

He did not plead his, Honour, nor think it Kar 
£ eace 


| £opng 21s end to yield to an Inferior for J 

3 Sake. Well, did. he lole any Thing by this peace- 
able yielding Dilpoſition? Nay, he gained exceg- 
dingly by it; for, aſſoon as Lot was gone from him, 
the Lord made a gtacious Viſit to him, r 

tiſully , zewarded him for bis ſelf-denying Conde- 

| Tenſtons ſor preſerving. Peace, v. 14, 15, Ve. He 

bids im, J uf his. Eyes, aud look Notthward, 

| Att hward, Baſtward and Weſtward ; for all the 

|| Lang thou ſeeſt, to these aui I give it, and 46 thy 
elfe. Ad n Wy. fen nes Bo Cl 


A | 
e 
Epreſled bis Satisfaction with the Unity and Cons 
cord that was among his Servants by à wonderful 
Hape of the Holy Gholt upon them; which brings 


me to | | 


III. The Third Head, That this Concord doth 
uſher in the Down- pouring of the Spirit. AndT 
muſt not inſiſt on it at any Length; only it is evi- 
dent from the Text, that the great e 7 the 
Holy Gbaſt came down upon the Aſſembly of the 
Apoſtles and Diſciples, when they were met toge- 
ther with Unanimity and Concord for God's Wor- 
ſhip and Service. Likewiſe we have another In- 
ſtance to confirm this Point, Acts iv. 24. where 
we are told, that they met and /ifz up their Voice 
in Prayer to God with one Accord; And we ſee 
vat followed on it, v. 31. When they had done 
Fraying, the Place where they were aſſembled to- 
gether was ſhaken, and they were all filled with 
* the Holy Ghoſt. Their Unanimity in God's Ser- 
vice, brought a new Effuſion of the Holy Spirit 
upon them, Tbus the Viſion is doubled, becauſe 
the Thing is certain; and Chriſt's Miniſters and 
Servants may expect the like Effect, when they af- 
ſemble with Concord and Love. And this is agree- 
able to the an ient Obſervation and Experience of 
the Royal Pſalmiſt, P/z7. cxxxiii, 1, 3. Where 
Brethren awell together in Unity, there the Lord 
commands the Bleſſing, And, what Bleſſing is it 
that is ſo agreeable to renewed Souls, as a Shower 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and his gracious Influences? 
The Holy Spirit takes great Pleaſure and Delight 
in the Harmony of his Minifters and People, and 
he comes down to bear a Part with them in their 
Conſort ; but when he firids their Hearts divided, 
and their Spirits imbittered one againft another, he 
Fey | | >. - W 


1 * 
is provoked to Fa 4 The bleſſed Dove of ths + 
Spirit is {till found to move upon the Face of he 
ſtill Waters, and not upon the tempeſtuous Waves 
of Paſſion, Noiſe and Clamour ; The pleaſant 
d Calm of Concord invites him to us, but the Tem- 
peſts of Diſcord drive himaway. Þ ' _ * 


IV. Head, The IMPROVEMENT. © ©. 
Inference 1. From the former Doctrine, we may 
ſee the Realon why there is ſuch a Withdtawing.+...... 
of the Holy Spirit from this Church and her af” 
| ſemblies. Qur Hearts are divided; we have 
Grudges one againſt another, we do not aſſemble 
with one Accord. That Chriſtian Love and Uni- 
on, which wont to reign among Miniſters and Chris 
ſtians, is wofully decayed. _ be, 
| _.24ly, See hence, What need we have to bewail 
theſe lamefitable Diſorders and Diviſions of our 
Age, which hinder the Effuſion of the Spirit and 
the Succeſs of the Gaſpel among us. Satan knows 
well what he is doing, when he ſows the Seeds'of 
; Diſcord among Miniſters of the Goſpel, - When 
God intended to ſtop the Building of Babel, he 
confounded the Language of the Builders, and 
divided them; ſo, when the Devil would hinder 
the Building of Jeruſalem, he knows/ no Way 
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2 more likely, than by dividing the Hearts and 

« Tongues of the Builders, and eſpecially thoſe who. | 

; | would be moſt active againſt his Intereſt : Theſe 

+ | bÞe ſtudies to ſet hy the Ears, that he may divert 

U them from any joint Oppolition to his Kingdom, 

> by their Wrangling one with another. Alas, that 

, we ſhould be ſo ignorant of his Devices, and ſo 

4 much gratiſy his helliſh Defigns! Ah! What an 

1 unnatural Sight is it, to behold God's Diamonds 

{ cutting one another! to ſee Chriſt's Lilies as Thorns = _ 


| 


PANS > © 
g ons zwelber r See! ro fe Clirits' Eibe G 
' Youring one another as” Eions, atith"ttereby ! proc 

ding the, Lore co withhole his Holy Spirit em 
thi A lblies Oben fhall theſe urmatural 
intentions and Diviſions ceaſee 
8 2 N. Ought we fort to conterd and divide 
lee Touch in. Hazard 2 Should ot, in 
got 6 0 Pate be ſacriſicect to Huth 
| ly $ irit enjoins us to iv both ti, 

a 81 ech. viii. 19. They are both 6] 
lovely in chemſelves; and, when this ar- Pair — 
matched together, chey make ſurf a beauti 
ET tis Pity they ſhould" ever be divorced, 
t, ſeeing TPuth is to have the Precedence in out 
ve; if one of them muſt at any Time be dif- 
penſed with, it is Peace. Follow Peace with a 
. and Holineſs, faith the Apoſtle, Heb. ii, 14. 

Ft teaching ds, chat tho Peary be a precious 

ing to the Church, yet we muſt nevet purchaſe 

it at the Expence of Trum and Holineſs; this 

would be a buying it roo dear; But tho' Tit $54 | 
to be ſou the. and contended for in the fr/? Plac 

yet in the SG Time we ought to have a a pro- 

- Dortionable Zeal for Peace and Union in Fs | 

| para and therefore, in all our Contendings fot 

Truth, we muſt guard carefully againft a ibi 

Sun, againſt Fiercen 75 Clamour, or venting 

our own Paſſions ; and ſtudy with Meekneſs ro 


e them who of poſe themſelves to it. 


%% 4 proceed to a Word of Evhottavivi 


And here let me exhort allChtiftians, and e Read 
. Aliniſters, to aſſemble together with one 

with Harmony and Love, Unity and Peace: 0 

confider, this is the Way to obtain the Effuſion o 


qhe Spirit, a ey Poor Land ftancs greatly 
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in Nerd of ; our Mother- Church, our nn 
our Congregations, they all need it. It is, th 


that would. cement our Breaches, recover our De- 
cays, difpel our Clouds, make Ordinances powers _ 
ful, awaken the Secure, draw . Sinters to Chriſt, "if 
and lead us all in the Way of, Truth and Holineſs, 
What a pleaſant Change would his Eftuſion Bar 
make on the Face of Affairs in this Natie nal Church 
So did it in the Church of Epheſus : It opened a 
great and effetual Door to the Apoſtle's Miniſtty 
there, 1 Cor. xvi. 5. How agrecable-was it the! 
to preach, arid how deſirable to hear | Then was 
the Preachers Heart . warmed, and the Hearts of 
Heaters. melted down; the was the Miniſter's 
Mouth opened, and the Peoples Appetites enlat- 
ged ; then were Conſciences convineed, and Sit- 
ners converted to. God: Tea, Souls did flee in 
Clouds io Chtiſt, like Doves to their Windows; 
On the other Hand, conſider the Evil of Diſcotd 
and Diviſion in the Church. if, It brings og | 
mich Sin, Wrath; Hatred, needleſs Diſputes, E- 
vil-ſpeaking, and reyengeful Actions: Ina Word; 
It brings on thuch Ervying and Sirife ; Atid; 
where this is, here is Confuſion and every evis 
Work; Jam. iii. 16.24%, Ithiriders muchGood; 
« {to 6 _ 3 of Souls nd, So 
of the Golpel, begets Prejudice at Miniſters, take 
People off 1 minding the Concerns of theit 
own Souls; and the Vitals of —— and takes 
them up about the Debates and Controverſies of 
of the Day. Again, It proves a ſad Hindraties 
to that ſweet, heavenly Frame and Diſpoſitiou 
of Soul, which Miniſters and Chriſtians oughe td 
keep up. Hente holy Mt. Dod ſaid, That he ne- 
ver loved to meddle with Controver ſies, CB 
— dauſe he (till found his * the worſe when 
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* did: For every 
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Fo Grain of Truth we gain this 
*.Way,'weare-in Hazard of loſing an Ounce of 


© Holineſs. . Laſtiy, Diviſion brings Ruin 


d 


S 


upon Churches. We ought never to forget 
what Miſery it brought upon this National Church 


about 80 Years ago; let us not ſplit again upon 


the ſame Rock. The Rending of the Temple 
Was a ſad Prognoſtick of its Ruin. That is a very 


emphatick Word of the Apoſtle to the Galarians, 


Fal. v. 15. If ye bite and devour one another, 
tale heed that ye be not couſumed one of another. 


DIRECTIONS. 


® 


I come in the /aft Place to offer ſome Aduices for 


ſettling Peace and Concord in this Church; and O 
that the General Aſſembly now met may be ho- 
noured to be Phyſicians, to cure her Wounds, 
and heal her Breaches !. And, ſeeing ſo many of 
the Members are preſent, I ſhall with all Hugulity 
ſuggeſt theſe few Things; . . T 7:9 
* 1jt, Let us pray for. the Spirit of Meekneſs and 
Lowlinefs, that we may be like our Glorious Ma- 
ſter; and let us put quite away the Spirit of Ran- 
cour, Malice, Bitterneſs, and Revenge.  . - 

. 24ly,Let us ſtudy brorberly Love, Charity, and 
Forbearance towards one another, and to theſe who 
may differ from us in leſſer Things. Let us bear in 
Mind that we bur, know in Part, and ſee but dark- 
ty as through a Glaſs while here; and tho Union 
in Affection be our preſent Duty, yet perfect Unity 
of Judgment in all Things, is a Bleſſing reſerved 
for the other Life. nd... ricky £4 
© . 34/y, Let us not be too credulous of evil Re- 
ports againſt our Brethren, or vent any Thing 
to ex ole.their Characters ; but let us be ready to 
put the moſt favourable nt ſhow 
. 1 Wor 
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* 
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Words and N that poſſibly they can bear. 
4, Let us not deſire to intereſs the People in 
Diſputes. which happen among Miniſters, and 
might be kept among ourſelves: And there- 
fore let us not go raſhly to the Pulpit with theſe 

Things, and far leſs bring them into Diſcourſes 

wes ſhould. terminate only upon à crucified 

i U. e DE FO es 
5th, Let us uſe: our utmoſt Endeavours to re- 
move out of the Way all Cauſes of Diuiſion and 
Contention, and whatever doth | offend the Gene- 
ration of God's People; and that by altering any 
Act or Conſtitution. of our own, which is merely 
human; or by laying Rettraints upon the Members 
0 of this Church, that they act not againſt her Prin- 


* ( 
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* ciples; or by humble Application to the civil 
s, Powers to relieve us of what is grievous and- 
of burdenſom ; which we may be encouraged to do, 
P when we conſider what a nurſing Father we have 
upon the Throne, and what a noble Perſon we 
* have repreſenting him in this Aſſembly, who is 
* ready to make a favourable Report of . dur Procee- 
1 dings, and give his helping Hand to us under Dif- 
ficulties. N 6 IK 5 
24 * 6thly, Let us act a moderate, wiſe, calm, and 
10 gnome Part, when Members of the ſupreme 
* udicatories of the Church; guarding againſt the 
* raſh exerciſing or ſcrewing-up of Church-Aut ho- 
'n rity about Points debated among Proteltants. 
y And particularly, let us beware of any preoi pitaut 
d Pore or Sentence, either concerning the ſettling ot 
F cenſuring of Miniſters; for ſuch a Vote or Sentence 
5 doth more Prejudice to the Peace and Welfare of 
ng the Church, than many Sermons in the Country 
Pr | which are thought unpeaceable ; ſeeing what is 
ir tranſacted in the Aſſembly is of more extenſive 
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[of gence, than what is done in any other Place. 
| Wherefore let all of us remember, that our 2 
nation-vows do bind us as powerfully to conſult 
the Peace of dur Mother-Church in the Aſſembly- 
booſe, as in any other Corner of Sooriand. 
 qzbly, Let us beware of lording it over God's 
Heritage, or over our Brethren, by uling Church- 
power ina Magiſterial Way. A rigid arbitrary 
Fay of ruling is croſs to all the Rules laid down 
both in the Old and New Teſtament. . Obſerve 
what the Lord ſaith, Lev. xxv. 46. But over your 
Brethren the Chilgren of Iſrael, ye hall not rule 
quer one another with Rigour. And ſee how he 
reproves the Shepherds of 1/-ae! for their Rigour 
towards his. Flock, Ezek. xxxiv. 4, 5, 6- With 
Force and Cruelty baue ye ruled them; and my 
Sheep wanared thro the Mountains, and were 
eattered upon the Face of the Parth, ſo as to become 
Meat to the Beaſts of the Field, Likewiſe our 
great Head doth expreſly prohibite this /ordly ma- 
giſterial Power in ruling his Church, Mark 
T. 42, 43. They who rule over the Gentiles eu- 
erciſe Loraſhip over them, and their great Ones 
exerciſe Authority Gen them; but ſo ſhall it noi 
e among you. In Conformity to this Prohibition, 
we have the Apoſtles declaring againſt all Zording 
oor their Brethren or the Heyitage of God. So 
doth John, zd John, v. 9, 10. So doth Peter, 
1 Pet. v. 3. And for the Apoſtle Paul, he oft con- 
demns this magiſterial Power; and gives many 
excellent Rules, which, 'if obſerved, would prevent 
Ill Rigour and Violence in ruling the Church, 
and would eſtabliſh much Peace and Concord in it; 
me of them we have, 2 Cor. i. 24. 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. 
Theſſ. v. 14. Cal, vi. 1, 2. Rom. xiv. 19. Rom. 
r db a oe ddd 3 ha Lk * ; r XV. 
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xv. x, 2. Col. in. 12, 13, 20, 21. Aud in patticulat, 
Fakt ven this Occaſion repeat that 1— Apo- 
ftolical Canon, which I with were written in Let 
ters of Gold, jn ail our Church-courts, 1 Cor. 
xiv. 26. Let ALL' THINGS BE DONE 
INTO EOITFTING. A Canon bindi 
on the Church in all Ages,and which I beſceth all 
my Reverend Brethren to obſerve in all their Votes 
and Deciſions, eſpecially about Settling of Pariſhes, 
And O that I could weep with Tears of Blood, 
if poſſible, that this Canon hath been ſo. much out 
of Vie w in this Church for ſome Years paſt! This 
Canon we have the Apoſtie enforcing, with many 
others of the like Nature; The Servant of | #he 
Zora ( faith he) muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle and 
patient towards all Meu. Fathers, provoke not 
your Chiliren to Wrath. Be landly affectionsd 10 
one another with brotherly Lous, and condeſcend to 
Men of low Eſtate; 2 Tip. ii. 24. Eph. vi. 4. 
Rory: xii. 16, 18. And we find the Apoſtle's ow 
Practice was conform to his Rules, 2 Cor. i. 24. 
2 Cor. x. 8. & xii. 19. & Xlit. 10, Yea, tho he had 
infallible Conduct, and was clothed withApoftolical 
Authority, which is fax ſuperior to any Thing we 
can b unto, yet, when he found it not for _ 
Edification to uſe it, he laid it quite aſide, particu- 
larly in the Matter of Union, and betakes himſelf 
to Beſeeching and Intreaties for Peace Sake; There- 
by teaching us, that when the Exerciſing of Au- 
thority is not for Edrfication, but would tend ra- 
ther to DeſtryFion, or the making of a Schiſm in 
the Church, that it is better to lay it aſide, and not 

exerciſe it all. Hence the Apoſtle made the loweſt 
Condeſcenſions for the Church's Good, became al 
Things 10 all, Men, and uſed the moſt tender Me- 
thods with them for their Souls Good, * 
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Fart of a compaſſionate Fatber or Nurſe in the 
Management of weak Children; 1 T. v ii. 7, 8. 
We were gentle among you, as 4 Nurſe cheriſpeth 
7 ber Children; being affectionately aefirons of you. 
Nou, let any Man judge, if it be like a tender 
1 — 4 or gentle Father to impoſe Servants upon 
weak Children againſt whom they have the utmolt 
Averſion, and to tell them, Unleſs they take their 
Food from their Hands, they ſhall be quite {tarved.; 
when at the ſame Time, all muſt own, theſe they 
incline for are in all Reſpects as fit and deſerving. 
Object. If we ſuffer the Authority of the Church 
to be trampled on, Peace and Order cannot he pre- 
ſerved in the Society. Anſ. As I am not for re- 
belling againſt Authority, ſo neither am I ſor paſ- 
-five Obedience and Non-refiftance in all Caſes: 
- Church-Authority,if wiſely managed, is of good U ſe 
to govern a ſound and healthy Church; but I ſee 
not how the exerting of it can be a proper Mean to 
recover or heal a rent, declining or languiſhing One. 
I acknowledge, Inferiors ought to carry with all 
dautiful Regard to Superiors, and eſpecially to the 
_ : ſupreme Fuaicatory ; and I always wiſhed its Au- 
« thority might be preſerved as ſacred and inviolable, 
that this Church might continue to be terrible as 
an Army with Banners: But, if we would have it 
ſo, we mult always mind that our Power, even 
in the ſupreme Judicatory is but a o. miniſterial 
Power, appointed only for the Good and Eaifi- 
cation of theChurch, and never for her Hurt. And, 
il we would ſupport and maintain it, we muſt 
manage it with Calmneſs and Prudence; and treat 
Inferiors with, Reſpect and Decency, and even with 
paternal Tenderneſs and Care; and not ſpeak to 
them in Rehoboam's Language, to provoke them 
to extravagant Mealures : For 2 Children ought 
Sa: eo | tg 
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to obey their Parents, ſo Parents muſt not pro- 


woke heir Children to Wrath : For, Provocation 
and Oppreſſion will ſometimes tempt both good 


and wiſe Men to exceed due Boundaries. The 


Lord bleſs his Word. Amen. 1 
DET +5. . : N 


APPENDIX. 


* I am afraid of giving Offence; and yet Love to 


my Mother-Church ſtrongly inclines me to 


make a further honelt Eſſay. to cure her preſent. 


Diſtempers, and reſtore Peace and Concord in her, 
by applying the Doctrine proſecuted in my Ser- 


mon, a little more cloſely, to two Claſſes of my 


Reverend Brethren in the Miniftry; :- a 
1ſt, Theſe who ſo ſar encourage the Power an 


Claims of Patrons and Heritors in planting ot Pa- 


ments of Preſentees and others in them, in Oppo- 
ſition both to the Body oſ the Hearers, and to the 


Presbyteries of the Bounds: And alſo ſhew ſuch 


Keenneſs in purſuing theſe violent Meaſures, that 


they are ready to cenſure and calt out from the 


Communion of the Church, all who would oppoſe - 


them with any Sharpnels. Rye x *o 
24ly, Fheſe who make very keen Appearances 


for the Rights and Liberties of Congregations, a- 


gainſt the Incroachments of Patrons and bleritors 


'Settlements made for ſome-Years- paſt, that they 


and are ſo diſguſted by the violent Proceedings and 


are ready to ſeparate from the Communion of the 


eſtabliſhed Church, and to carry off many of the 
People with them. Bleſſed 
OY » | 


— E 


-:Blefſed are the Peace-maters! May God; of 
his infinite Mercy to this poor Church, raiſe up 
and qualify ſome for this noble Office! In the 
| teſt both Parties to pray for Self-denial, and fot 
much of that Wiſdom that cometh from above; 
that they may calmly conſider the Coriſequences of 
thelt Things, and may be enabled to follow that 
Which makes for Peace and Edification, aid for 
reſtoring and en Unity and Concord 
uin this Poor CHureh. And, if they would bear 
with me, I would deſire, with Impartiality and be- 
coming Reſpect, to offer ny Opinion to both Side 
I. As to the firs Claſs, I arg honour ſeves 
rals of them for their Gifts and Eridowments, a 
pray they may be helped always to employ them 
With {mgle Views to their Maſter's Glory. It is a 
Mercy ta the Church, that God gives ſome Men 
1 9 ons Taleits for managing publick Affairs, and 
alf. 


r attending and addreffing:- great Men in her Be- 

; been pleaſed to raiſe up ſome ſuch 
in this CHurch from Time to Time: And I have 
known ſeverals of them; who have had x tendet 
| Conicetn for the Peace of this Church, for the In- 
tereſts of real Religion, and for the Z4ijficarion of 
the Body of Chriſt, and who have preferred ſeru- 
falem to their chiefeſt Foy. I pray that others may 
be helped to follow their noble Example, and hear: - 
tily ſeek the Good of our Zion. By 
I wiſh the Managers of our Ectlefiaſtick Affairs, 
whoever they be, may always remember what, 
they have among their Hands. The moſt valu- 


able Intereſts of à famous Proteftant Church de- 


pend upon their Conduct. They are. Truſtees 
tor the Generations-£0- come. Their Names and 
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& nerations.” What a beautiful Character won 


\ greateſt thy por and Apoſtles were Men of like 


Able Acts and Deciſions are by no Means to be 


{(>85 )) 


Ehiatd&erd will be perpetuated ro ſutute Ages M 
the Hiſtories of this Church. Their Actions will 
live whien they themſelves are dead, and will then 


be expoſed to the free and open Cenſure of the 


World, who will not ſtand in Aw to tell theit Minds 
about them. Would it not very much embalm the 
Names of Managers to Poſterity, if it were (aid of 
* them, «Theſe are the Men, who preferred. the 
de Peace arid Welfare of the Church to all theit ſe- 


ce cular Intereſts ? They ſubdued their Paſſions; 


© they ltript themſelves of little Party. Views and 


te Reſentments: They. made a noble Stand for 


de Truth, and had their Zeal ſweetly temptred with: 


tc Meekneſs and Moderation; and by ſuch Means 


de they were helped to band down the valuable 


te Bleſſings of Peace and Truth to ſucceeding Gg- 


this be? Whereas, on the other Hand, it will be biſt 


a very forry Deſetiption of us, to have it aid; 
| 5 Theſe are the Men who, by their private Views 
© faftious Humours, forward Managements, and 


te ſtretching Church-Authority about diſputable 
te Peints, did reid and ruinè one of the moſt i | 


* thodox and floutiſhirig Churches in the World? . 
I acknowledge, the greateſt of Men are liable td 


Miſtakes and wrong Steps, and ſome Allowaiite is 
to be made fdt human Infirmity in the beſt. The 


aſſions wit 


others. And, 8 higheſt Judi 8 
catories conſiſt of imperfect and 


lible Men, infal- 


expected from them: And, tho' we owe all-dy- 
tifol Regafd to them; yet no wiſe Man will lay; 
That the Honour of any particular Aſſembly is 


 #tiy Time to be laid in Balance with the Safety of 
2 Natiotial Otutch. beth Metkneſs and baue 
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Moderation and Forbearance ). the beſt Cement 
of Eccleſiaſtick Societies; whereas violent Mea- 
ſures, and high ſcrewing of Church-Authority, 
„ the ready Way to rend and diſſolve them. 
Object. There are ſome Men who are the Bane 
. of Societies; they make ſuch Clamours againſt the 
public Management, and ſhew ſuch Contempt of 
ie Rules the Society, that they ought not to 
" ſhare of the Privileges thereof ; and it were better 
' for the Society to want them. * 
An. 1. Some who are ſo repreſented, inſtead 
of being hurtſul, may be really .uſeful to the So- 
ciety. They, by their Strictneſs, Forwardneſs atid 
Zeal, prove an excellent Spur to the Society to pro- 
"mote Reformation and good Deſigns: Whereas, 
on the other Hand, ſome cool, prudent” and cau- 
tious Men may be equally ſerviceable to the Socie- 
ty, as a Bridle to keep back from extravagant 
Heights. Which may give, us Occaſion to admire 
the Wiſdomof Providence, in intermixing Church- 
Societies with Members of different Talents and 
Diſpoſitions, ſor the Safety and Welfare thereof. 
— 24ly, If the Rules contemned were founded 
upon the Word of God, the Objection would be 
of Force: But I fee not how it can be juſtified, to 
"caſt out of the Church, Men of ſound Principles, 
and unblemiſhed Lives, for remonſtrating againſt 
mere human Atts and Conſtitutions,” which they 
are perſwaded are contrary. to the Word of God. 
*Shall-a Church prohibite her Miniſters to hold 
*Communion with theſe. who cannot be charged 
either with departing from the Truths, or tranſ- 
greſſing the Laws of Chriſt ? Would not this be to 
make other. Terms of Communion than what 
Chriſt hath' fixed 2-Ff Chriſt be the alone Head and 
'Lawgiver of his Church, certainly no Member of 
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this Church, againſt the Intereſt of this Church, 


| ($71 

that Society can be cut off from the Body and its 
Privileges, except ſor the ſole Cauſe of tranſgreſ- 
ſing Chrilt's Laws: And ic wilt be hard to prove 
that they are guilty of it, who teſtify againſt vio- 

lent Settlements,. or who refuſe to own theſe as 

their lawful Paſtors, who are violently obtruded 

upon them. PRE eee e 
I come, in the next Place, to intreat my Reve- 
rend Brethren to conſult the Peace and Unity of 
this Church, and forbear all ſuch violent Procee- 
dings for the future; ſor theſe have already created. 
great Diviſions and Diſorders in this Church, and, 
if perſiſted in, may terminate in a formidable Schi/mn, 
which would aſterwards afford but melancholly. 
Thoughts to theſe who were the Occaſion o 

it. I think it is eaſy to make appear, that this, 
new Practice of intruding Miniſters upon Chriſtian 
Congregations, againſt their Conſent, is moſt un- 
warrantable, as being againſt the Word of God, 
againſt right Reaſon, againſt the / Principles of 


- 


and againſt the Intereſt of the Civil Government. 
4 I. Againſt the Word of Goa. 8 
If we ſearch the Scriptures, we will find they: 
make the Call or Conſent of the Flock neceſſary} 
in order to conſtitute the N and paſtoral ( 
Relation that is betwixt a Paſtor and his Flock. 
Our greateſt Divines and beſt Commentators have 
conſtantly: argued for this, againſt the Papiſts and. 
their Clergy's impoſing Power, from Acts i. 15, 25; 
26. Acts vi. 2, 3, 3, 6. Acts xiv. 23. Such as C y- 
prian, Calvin, Bega, Junius, Chemnitius, Zane, 
chy, Ghamier, Piſcator, Voetius, Knox, Cart-. 
wright, Calderwood, Rutherfoord, &c. not to, 
mention _ theſe, of later Date. And indeed thele, 
gteat Mens concurring Expoſitions of thg foreſaid 
1 Texts 


48 
Texts bave great Weight to determine me con- 
ning their Meaning. When our Lord ſent forth 
his Diſciples as Paſtors to the World, he Kill 
pales 15 People's receiving of them, a neceſſa 
dition of their {taying in a Place to labour, 
Tae x. 8. Mharſoeuer City ye enter in, and they 
 Feceiye you, there preach, beal the Sick, &c. 
7 ut where they receive you not, go your Ways. 
When Epaphtoditys was ſent to the Philippians 
as their Paſtor, their Receiving of him is require 
as 2 necęſſary Condition of it, Col. iv. 10. In like 
Manner was the People of Achaia's Receiving of 
| 7 required, hn he was ſent to them, As 
li. 27. So were the CoJofſians with reſpe& to 
reus, Col. iv. 10. And ſo were the Coriuthians 
with reſpect to their Paſtors, 2 Cor. vii. 2, 15. 
And the Conſent of the converted Mace4onians 
© their Paltors is recorded, 2 Cor. viii. 5. And this 
Receiving is mentioned as neceſſary by the Apoſtle 
ohn, 3 John 8. And, leſt any Man ſhould al- 
| edge 50 the People were bound to receive all 
that pretended to be ſent unto them, the Apoſtle 
xplains himſelf, and exprelly gives the as = a 
Lit iberty of judging whom to receive, and whom 
ot to receive; Believe nor every Spirit (faith he) 

t try them if they be of God, becauſe many falſe 
Prophers are gone abroad, 1 John i iv. 1. And for 
the falſe Teachers. that ſhould come to them, he 

Jlainly tells them 555 to receive them, after they 
aye tried them, 2 Job 10. All which make it e- 
Vent to me, that the People have a aagment 
Diſererion allowed 75 concerning the Tea- 
| chers propoſed unto them; and that none are to be 

14 in upon them Without their Conſent; and 
at e ek Epolent is @ free and yoluntary Cooler, 

er 
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God, for us to exerciſe Church au | 
ſtruftion, and nar for  Eaification, 2 Cor. & 8. 
And this all Church-courts are guilty of, wha, = 


.. dA ²˙² i 8 As. oe Si &. £2. 


1 dearer to us than the Inter 


unto them. * 
Moreover, it is expreſiy 


againſt” the Word of 
4 authority for T0 


Will: For, when they uſe their Power to mar of 
hinder the Eaifcatioꝝ of the Church, they uſe ig 
for her Deſtruction. And doth it not excegdingly 
binder a People's Edification to have Men thruſt i 

ypon them, whom they do not eſteem or approve? 
ſeeing this either drives them ſrom the Ordinances 
altogether, or makes them attend them with 
Grudges and Prejudices againſt the Diſpenſers, 
which ſadly [tops their Ediication. . RS 
_ Nay, by the Word of God, no Man is to be-or- 
dained a Miniſter, but he that hath a good Report 
of them that are without the Church, 1 Tim. iii. 
7, From which we may fairly infer, that nane are 


thruſt in- Paſtors upon Congregations againſt their 


to be ordained, but theſe who are approven and 


well teſtiſied of by theſe that are within, vis, 

Members of the Church; and conſequently, that 

no Man Aaerdven by a Flock can warrantably 

be ſet over, them. & | ER 
II. Againſt right Reaſon. 


' 1. Sound Reaſon tells us, That, if we have 
Right to judge whom, we. ſhall employ for the 


Good of our Badies, we have the ſame Right 
concerning our Souls; and, if Men may not im- 
— Phyſicians or Lawiers upon us without gur 


Conſent, they cannot impoſe Miniſters on u 


without it, ſeeing the Intereſt of our Souls is va - 
elt of our! 


ſtates 


— 


Triaf ot ts Perſons offered 


cet or. 
* It is againſt right Reaſon to delire.s whole, _ 
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Congregation (many of whom are as capable to 


judge for themſelves in religious Matters as their 
Heritors) to give up the Intereſts of their Souls, 
their Edification, Comfort and Salvation, to the 
Diſpoſal of a Patron or ſome Heritors, when they 
have no Ground to think that they can be reſpon- 
fible for their Souls at the Great Day, or inthe 
leaſt ſecure them againſt the bad Effects which may 
attend the wrong Choice of a Paſtor. - 

3. It is againſt all Senſe and Reaſon, and vilibly 


an Encroachment upon the common Liberties of 


Mankind, to go about to compel Chriſtians to 
commit the Charge of their Souls unto ſome parti- 
cular Men whether they will or not, and to tell 


chem, Unleſs they accept of ſuch Men for their 


Paſtors, they ſhall have no Ordinances, no Means 
of Salvation at all. This is ſpiritual Oppreſſion 


and Tyranny, yea Oppreſſion in the Matters of 


Conſcience, in the Concerns of Salvation, and of 
Eternity; which is the worſt Kind 6f Tyranny. 
If we conſult ſound Reaſon, it will tell us, That 
our Fellow-Chriſtians (many of whom are as good 
as ourſelves) have a Right to be conſulted, advi- 
ſed with, and fatisfied anent the Choice of their 
Paſtors; That they have a Right to be treated and 
dealt. with as reaſonable Creatures, who ought to 
have a rational and judicious Concern about their 


immortal Souls. Tf the eternal Salvation of their 


Souls ſhould take up their Thoughts as the one 


Thing needful, how can it be their Duty to be ealy - 


or indifferent who be appointed to take the Charge 
of them? „ le ned \ Your) . 
4. Reaſon tells us, That, ſeeing the Spiri- 


tual and Paſtoral Relation which'is betwixt a Mi- 
nilter and his Flock is nu⁰tual, the Conſent for 
makivg it up muſt be mutual allo, And ſeeing 

YE a. 
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<4 32) 
we cannot fix this 
Conſent of the Miniſter, neither can, we conſtitute 
it without the Conſent of the Flock. _© * 

3. Both Reaſon, and Experience aſſure us, 
That the free Conſent of the Flock contributes 


much to a Miniſter's inward Peace, atid to the 


comfortable Diſcharge of his Office under all Dif- 
ficulties: It affords him much Confidence aud 


Support to reflect, that by Divine Providence he 


had a fair Door opened to him, and did not run 


unſent. Whereas, if a Miniſter wants it, it may 


breed much Uneafineſs in his Mind, upon the ca- 


ſting up of After-difficulties, that he run unſent; 
and he cannot with Confidence look for that Sup- 
port and Throughbearing that otherwiſe he might. 


6. The free Conſent of the Flock tends highly 


to promote the great Ends of a Goſpel-Miniſtry, 
viz. the Glory of God, and the Edifcation of his 
People; In regard, 1ſt, It lays a. great Obligation 
upon both Parties to their reſpective. Duties; 


upon the People, to ſubject themſelves to their 
Miniſter's Labours; and upon the Miniſter, to 
love them, and labour heartily to promote their 


ſpiritual Welfare. 24/y, It opens a Door of Ac- 
ceſs for a Minilter to do much Service to his 


People's Souls; for the Love and Eſteem they have 


for their Miniſter will engage them to attend all 


Ordinances, and hearken without Pfejudice to 


what their Miniſter faith. Whereas, on the othe 
Hand, a Man's entring againſt their Will, dot 

ſadly obſtruct the Intention of the Goſpel, and a 
Goſpel-Miniſtry: For, in this Caſe, many of the 
People will be fair to entertain Pre judices at him 
for not coming in by the Door to the Sheepfold, 
but climbing up, ſome other Way; for thruſting 
himſelf into the ſacted Office for à Piece of 3 


12 ral Relation without the 


1 
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And theſe Prejudices > à native Tendency to 
Tring both his Perſon and Et] Woo Canternpt 
among the People, and to ſhut their Ears àgainlt 

'all his Counſels and Admonitions, aud render all 

Bis Labours unſuccesſul. Altho' a Miniſter enter 


With the bedrty Conſent of His People, yet; if he 


am honeſtly at the Wintiing of Souls, he will 
find Difficulty and Oppoſition enough from Satari 
and a wicked World : But, when People's Breaſts 
{2 filled with Rancour and Grudges againit 4 Man 
for his wrongs Entry into the ſacred Function, 
what Good is he li 

the Lord lays of the Prophets whb run twaſent; 


They ſhalt nt profit the People ut all, Jer. 
R 1 
Ob d. Te People's Grudges and Prejuttices 


aun ſoon go over, and they will ' ſubmit to the 
| n in a bort Time after he is fei- 
Fed. eee eee 1 | 

Au. We bave many fad Inſtances of the con- 
Fraty. In ſome violent Settlements; Miniſters 
have been four, ſix, nay twelve Years without fo 
much as te Face of a Congregation, bt any Ac- 

ceſs to ſefvethe People's Souls, Now; how many 
precious Souls may be ſuppoſed to periſh in their 
rar and Chriſtleſs State, during all, theſe 
Years of the Congregation's diſperſed Caſe; who 
thro Grace, might have beeh enlighthed and 
brought in, had they been ſettled with their Con- 
fent? May not the Cry of their Blood alarm us; 
When we allow Time for calm thinking? Alas 
we have enough of that to anſwer ſor by our Ne- 
\ gligence in our own Cbtigregations; tho“ we do 
Bot contract Blood; guiltineſs, either by appointing 
or executing violent Settlements in other Congre- 


e like to do thein Þ Hence it is, that 


n BE 
gations : Deliver me from Blood-gailtineſs, 0 
Goda, thou God of my Salvation. . | 


III. Againſt the Principles of this Church. 
In our Books of Diſcipline, which were com- 


| png and approven by this Church ſoon after our 


teformation from, Popery,there are many Paſſages 
which expreſly declare againſt all violent Settle- 


ments, and that no Man ought to be intruded into 
any Offices of the Kirk contrary to the Will of 


the Congregation ; And this was both the Judg- 
ment and. Practice of this Church, during the 
Continuance of Patronage in it. I have not Room 
for all the Words at Length, but we may read 


them in the Books of Diſcipline, printed in the 


Collection at Edinburgh in the Year 1922, P. 524, 
526, 768, 799, 800. from which we may ſee 
how zealouſly our great Reformers (who were 
bleſt with large Meaſures of the Spirit of God) 
do declare againſt all violent Settlements and In- 
truſions into Pariſhes, as moſt deſtructive to the 
Intereſt of the Goſpel. I know ſome would fain 
improve that Paſſage againſt us, Pp. 526. Brut vio- 
lent Intruſion we call not, when the Council of 
the Church, inthe Fear of God, and for the Sal. 
vation of the People, offereth unto them a ſuffi- 
cient, Man, &c. But this Paſſage is to be explai- 
ned in a Conſiſtency with the reſt of that Para- 
graph, and other clear Paſſages of theſe Books, 
and is not to be underſtood of a People willing to ' 
chuſe their own Paſtor, but of a People unwilling 
or negligent to do it; in which Caſe, the Coun» 
cil of the Church may give them a Man in the 
Fear of God, and for the Salvation of tneir Souls; 
and this is not to be accounted violent Intruſion. 
Again, it is declared by the General Aſſembly at 
Glaſgow 1638, That oy an ſgould be as” 


F< 


into any Office of the Kirk, | contrary to the | 
11] of the Congregation, And, in a Controver- 
about the Settlement of Aberdeen, before the Al- 
mbly 1725, and Aſſembly 1726, both theſe Aſ- 
ſemblies judged the Conſent of the Majority of. 
the Heads of Families to the Call figned by the 
Magiſtrates and Elders, neceſſary to the ſettling of . |. 
a. Miniſter there; and becauſe the Commiſſion ſu- 
ſtained the Call, and appointed the Settlement, 
not ithſtanding the Majority of the Heads of Fa- 
milies was againſt it, the Aſſembly 1726 diſappro- 
ved, and rebuked the Commiſſion for it. And 
tho” it is to be regreted, that many violent Settlè- 
ments have been made thro” ſeveral Corners of the 
Church ſince that Time, yet it is evident the 
Church of Scotland doth not approve them, but 
{till retains her ancient Principles againſt them, as 
appears from the Conduct of the Aſſembly in this 
reſent Vear 1734; which Aſſembly bath taken 
ſeveral extraordinary Steps to diſcourage violent 
Settlements, as, 170, By reſcinding the Act of Atl. 
I782-anent the Method of planting vacant Churches, 
becauſe it ſeemed to give too much Countenance 
to violent Settlements, and had been ſo applied by 
ſome inferior Judicatories. 244%, By reverſing the 
Settlement of a Miniſter made by the Commiſſion 
at. Auchthermuchty, becauſe contrary to the Will 
of the Congregation, and alſo of the Presbytery 
oft. the Bounds: And this they did, tho' it was 
much pleaded that the Commiſſion's Sentence was 
final and irreverſible, and that there was a Pre- 
_ ſentation in the Caſe aczepted according to Law. 
344, By diſcharging the ' Commiſſion to appoint | 
any. Committees (as had been done for ſome 'Time 
paſt) to execute Settlements, where the Presbyte- 
ries of the Bounds declined to proceed thereto. _ 
Lk 5 5 ? 2 7 Object. 
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Object. u peak of rhe Repeuliug of the A 
1732 as 4 commendable Deed, whereas thereby 
the Church is left deftirnte of "a Rule of Provedute 
in Settlements, which muſt certainly be a- Loſs. * 
Anſ. .1ſt, This Church hath ſtill all the Rules 
that ever ſhe had ſince the Reformation, yea, all the 
Rules that ever the Chriſtian Church had till the 
Year 1732 a ET OO Rint 
-- 2419p, We have ſtill leſt us the Apoltle Paul's Rule 
in managing Church- affairs, Let all Things be 
.aone to Eiification-; which, if duly remembred 
and obſerved by Church-courts, there would not 
be many Complaints of violent Settlements. © * 
34ty, We have ſtill remaining that excellent 
Rule in this Church, which is frequently recom- 
- mended by our Books of Diſcipline and Acts of 
Aſſembly, That no Man be intruded into any 
Ofice of the Kirk contrary to the Will of the 
Congregation. This Rule, if duly adverted to, 
might ſerve inſtead of all Rules, and might an- 
{wer all the Ends for which Rules are framed. 
This Rule would terminate many of theſe un- 
happy Debates,which have ruffled our Spirits, and 
conſumed the Time of Judicatories very idly ; as, 
Whether Heritors who do not reſide in the Pariſh 
ſhould have Votes, or theſe who have ſus h a {mall 
Rent, or are not inſeft; theſe who are not of our 
Communion ? Sc. And what is the Proportion 
of Regard which ought to be paid to ſuch and 
ſuch Votes? ſeeing we might be eaſy who were 
allowed to vote, and what Reſpect was paid to 
them, providing ſtill that no Man ſhould be chruſt 
in upon a Congregation againſt their Will. 
4cbly, If we will have any Rule more particu- 
lar, then let the ow agen which prevailed in this 
Church from the Ye * to the Year 1712; 2 6 
E 2 a the 
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the Rule, when the Heritors and Elders did chuſe 
With Conſent of the Heads of Families in the Pa- 
- | . fiſh: And when there happened any great Diviſi- 
on among them by. Realon of two competing 
Candidates, and the Judicatories found it not for 
Edification to determine for one of them, tho? one 
had more of the legal Votes than the other ; they 
commonly, for Peace Sake, laid both aſide, and ap- 
pointed a new Election: Which wiſe Courſe ſcarce 
ever failed to extinguiſh the Flame in the Pariſh, 
and to produce Harmony in centring upon a third 
' Perſon. . I deſpair of ſeeing Peace reſtored in ſet- 
tling of Churches, till we return to this good old 
Method. | 
IV. Againſt the Intereſt of this Church. 
Tho” there were nothing in Scripture, in Rea- 
ſon, or in our Principles, againſt violent Settle- 
ments; yet it is molt impolitick to diſregard the 
People of Scotland in the Affair of planting 
Churches, as hath been done for ſome Years paſt. 
The Commons, however much deſpiſed by ſome, 
are many of them Men of Reading and Judgment 
as well as Piety ; they are firm Friends to the eſta- 
bliſhed Church, and the very Supports of our 
" Congregations ; for, in reſpect of Heritors, they 
are above Twenty to One. It is their Attachment 
to Presbyterian Miniſters that makes us to be ſo 
much regarded as we are ; and,ſhould they Fe pro- 
voked to abandon us, we would make but/ an in- 
different Figure in the World. Beſides, I} would 
be glad to know how many diſaffected Heritors 
Have been gained in the- Way of neglecting the 
People, which hath been followed; I have been 
_ enquiring about it, but can hear of none. Surely, 
if our noble Anceſtors in the Convention of _ 
an 
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and in the Parliament at the Revolution, had not + 
paid more Regard to the People of Scotland, than 
many Clergymen now do, we had not been bleſ- 
ſed with the valuable Privileges we preſently enjoy. 
It ſhould not be forgot how cheerfully . ſeveral 
Thouſands of the People in and about G/aſgow 
took Arms, and marched to Z4inburgh in the 
' Year 1689, and voluntarily offered their Service to 
guard the Convention, when there were no regular 
Forces to do it; whereby the Convention, and 
. afterwards the Parliament, were much encou- 
raged to paſs ſeveral Acts in Favours of the Pres- ) 
byterian Church. And we may al-well remember 
how ready the ſamePeople were to renew the ſame 
Expreſſions of Zeal for the ſame Cauſe in the Year 
1715. Now, what an ungrateſul Return ,muſt it 
be in us to diſoblige ſuch ſtedfalt Friends as theſe, 
by ſeeking to wreſt from them that Right and In- 
tereſt in the Calling of their Paſtors, which they 
have claimed and maintained ever ſince the Refor- 
mation, and to compliment ſome diſaftected Heri- 
tors therewith, Who were expecting no ſuch Fa- 
vour, and from whom we can reap no Advantage ? 
How 7x4p0/irick mult it be to loſe our ſureſt and 
| beſt Friends, by taking Methods to drive them a- 
way from their Pariſh-Churches, nay, from all our 
Churches, and to provoke them to ſet up ſeparate 
. Congregations? And how hard muſt it be then for a 
Man to perſwade himſelf, that theſe who pour Con- 
tempt upon the People, and are bent ſor violent Mea- 
ſures, can be reckoned zealous Friends to the Presby- 
terian Church of Scotland? Did not the Epiſcopal . 
Church ruine their own Intereſt andthe Succeſs of 
their Miniſtry by ſuch raſh and impolitick Methods 
as theſe before the late happy Revolution? Did 
not they by their oppreſſive Courſes, their ſcrew- 
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ingp Patronage and Church-power to extrava- 
gant Heights, their violent Proceedings and Settle- 
ments, provoke the diſcontented People wholly to 
abandon them, whereby the Pariſh-Churches 
through the Weſt of Hotlana were leſt quite deſo- 
late? And did not theſe violent Courſes very 
much pave the Way for the Overthrow of their 
Conſtitution, and at length tempt. the oppreſſed 
People to riſe up and drive away the Intru- 
ders, upon King James his Abdication? Why 
then fhould we ſo ſoon forget theſe Things, and 
run the Hazard of ſplitting our Church upon the 
very ſame Rocks? Was not the Intruſion of Mi- 
niſters upon Congregations by the Biſhops and Pa- 
trons one of the Grievances which our Fathers 
heavily complained of under the late Prelacy ? Yea, 

did not many Presbyterians during that perſecuting 
Period withdraw from hearing theſe obtruded Mi- 
niſters, and ſo ſtate their Sufferings, which then 
were very great, for not hearing, upon this very 
Point, That ie Paritſh- Miniſters were violently 
obtruaea upon them contrary to the Inclinations 


- of the Pariſhes? Had the People been conſulted, 


and their Inclinations ſomeway gratified, even in 
the Settlement of Epiſcopal Miniſters, the Intereſt 
of that Church had not declined ſo faſt in Scotland 
as it did. E 5 
V. Agaiuſt the Intereſt of ths Civil Government. 
Ass the People are much diſguſted with the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Government, for the violent Proceed- 
ings and Settlements which have of late been 
made ; ſo I am afraid they may be tempted to turn 
a little cool and remiſs to the Civil alſo, eſpecially 
if they imagine that ſome concerned in the latter 
have a Hand in theſe violent Meaſures. But tho? 


there were no Hazard this Way, yet it is no 1 
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Prejudice to the Civil Government and Proteſtant 


Succeſſion iri this Patt of the Hand, When Pres- 


byterian Miniſters loſe their Eſteem and Intereſt 
among the People. It is futhciently. known; thar 
the Minifters; of Scotland have always been moſt 
zealous Friends to the Royal Family and the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion therein as by Law eſtabliſhed, and 
have been concerned to animate their People on 
all Occaſions (as indeed it is their Intereſt ſo to 
do) to ſtand up and appear for the ſame: But, if 
former Meaſurgs be purſued, the People oppreſſed | 


and diſperſed; and Churches violently intruded 


upon, the mutual Love and Confidence betwixt - 
the Miniſters and the People will ſoon be deſtroy- 
ed ; yea, Minilters, inſtead of being regarded and 
valued by their People, will become the Object of 
their Averſion and Contempt; and, in that Situ-  - 
ation, what Service can they do to the Civil Go- 
vernment or Proteltanit Succeſſion, if at any Time 
in Danger (which God prevent) by Inſurrections 
at home, or Invaſions from abroad, when they 
have no Influence among the People? Whereas, 
if Miniſters were ſill ſettled with the Conſent of 
their Pariſhes, according to the ancient laudable 
Practice, and mutual Love and Underſtanding main- 
tained and cultivated betwixt them, it would ſtill 
prove a very conſiderable Security to the Intereſt 
of the Civil Government among us. And I per- 
{wade myſelf, if our indulging. Sovereign King 
George were duly apptized hereof, he would give 
little Thanks to cheſs who are fo fond to over- 
ſtretch ſome Laws, and diſtreſs whole Pariſhes of 
brave Subjects, by violent Settlements and Pro- 
ceedings, and thereby weaken our happy Conſti- 

tution both in Church and State. 5 

Thus I have in few Words ſet forth the Evil of 
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: jp violent Intruſions but I k 
little, unleſs the Father of 
to touch and incline Mens Hearts to notice them: 


. 
w- they will ſignify 


Wherefore I defire to turn to Him, and humbly 


pray that he would give Grace to all my Reverend 

\ Brethreri to weigh theſe Things in an equal Ba- 

_ lance, that they may act a ſingle and faithful Part 
for the Glory of God, the Edification of his 
| Church, the Intereſt, of our gracious Sovereign, 
and the Welfare and Eaſe of their Fellow Chriſti- 
ans and . and may not ſuffer themſelves 


to be in 
ſomever. js 
I have heard ſome Welwiſhers of our Church 


nced by any low Conſideration what- 


alledge, That it is not for her Intereſt that Mini- 
ſters ſhould have ſo many Views of beneficial Poſts 
and Preferments as at preſent; being afraid that 


ſome eminent Men may thereby be biaſſed to act 


another Part than otherwiſe they would. Tho' we 


would be at no Lofs to want theſe Views, yet LI 


cannot allow myſelf to think that ſuch mean and 
\ ſorry Things will make deep Impreſſion upon up- 
right and generous Minds, who. have the Faith of 


the Retributions of a Life after this: Surely theſe 
will be more ſolicitous in ſeeking after the Salvati- 
on of Souls, than in ſeeking great Things here for 
themſelves. B+ y 


1 Some Objeftions anſwered. 7 


Some who are not fond of the People's Rights, 
and favour violent Meaſures, 1 


* 


Object, 1. It is not ſafe to entruſt common 


People with Power, for they are apt to abuſe it. 


- Anſ. 1. I am for entruſting them with no more 
Power than God's Word allows them. 2. Heri- 


tors may ſometimes abuſe Power as, well as the 


Commons. 54 an Object. 


Yirs ſhall be pleaſed” 


J 


J 


ſure; for this Liberty is the common Privilege r 
every Man, whether of that Congregation, or not: 


Object. 24.17 is noe fir to encontage Pebply if 
their Humours and groundleſs Prejudices. which - 
they may take up againſt Preachers, when they 
ran prove nothing againſt their Life and 'Doftrintz 
A. if, I grant it would be unreaſonable Hu- 
mour in a People to reſuſe a good Preacher, mete 
becauſe fotne Heritors had propoled him unto © 
them; neither ought they to be encouraged in 


ſuch Humours: But, when the Body of a judiciousz 


ſober, well-difpoſed People (whom we have no 
Ground to think humoriſh or prejudiced in ths - 
Matter) do ſincerely declare that the Gifts of ſugh | - 


a Man are not ſuitable to their Capacities, 
they are not edified by his Prayers or Sermotisz 


it is hard to reproach them with being humoxiſh. 
Have we not as good Ground to thin | 
Cale, that it is unjuſtifiable Humour in an Hefitof - 
particular Perlon 


in ſuch A 


or Patron to reſuſe to drop a 
againſt whom the Body of a People hath an un- 
conquerable Averſion, when in the mean Tims 


are in all Reſpects as fit for them?); 


24%, The Approbation or Conſent, which be- 


longs to the Body of a Congregation, is unqueſtios 
nably ö more than a Liberty to object 4- 


5 a Man's Life or Doctrine, or to prove Scafl- 


al or Error againſt him under the Pain of Ceti⸗ 


And ſurely it is reaſonable to think; that' the great 
Body of the Henrers, or Heads of Families ina Pa- 
riſh, ſhould have ſomething more to ſay in the 


Plantin of that Pariſh, than theſe who F ve at 4 ' 
Miles Diſtancg. Allo, it is reaſonable bh. 


Hundred 
expect they ſhould have more Liberty hen 


- 
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they are content to accept of ſeveral others vb 


4 


4 


is commonly allowed to them during. the Patron's 
ſix Months. Again, ſuppoſe a People have real 


Ground to object againſt the Life or Doctrine f 


a Candidate, how unreaſonable were it to expoſe a 
' wholePariſh to the Hardſhip and Drudgery of 
forming a Libel, and proſecuting it before ſudica- 
tories ; to oblige Men to undergo this Task who 
are unskilful in our Forms, and Tenants to do it 
in. Oppoſition to their oftended Maſters ? Were it \ 
our own Caſe, no doubt we would complain of it 
| heavily as well as they. N 
Queſt. hat is that Approbation or Conſent 
- evhich you would have allowed to the Boay of the 
People? Anſ. In ſhort, I think it is their Judg- | 
ment concerning the Candidate's Gifts of Preach. 
ing and Prayer, and that they reckon' them adap- - 
ted and ſuitable to their Capacities, and accommo- 
dated to their Edification, op 1 5 
Object. 3. I might be attended with great 
Di orders, to call ſo many Thouſands together 
(as ſome Pariſnes conſiſt of) to give their Suffra- 
ges or Conſent to the Election of a Miniſter. | 
Anſ. The Matter may be managed without ſuch 
Gatherings of People. Their Conſent may be gi- 
ven ſeveral Ways, tacitely or expreſly, in Word 
or by Writ, in Perſon or by Proxy. Tho” the 
Right of Election be originally in the whole Bo- 
dy of the Chriſtian People, yet, for the Sake of 
Peace, Order and Decency, it may be proper e- 
nough that ſome ſelect Men of the greateſt Probi - 
ty, Judgment and Authority 7 them, ſuch as 
Heritors or Elders, be allowed to ſpeak and vote 
in Name of the whole Body : Butthey ought ſtill 
to manage as Repreſentatives of the Congregation, 
| not in an abſolute or arbitrary Way, merely 
to pleaſe themſelves, They ought chiefly to 1 8 
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the Edification and Satisfaction of the whole Bo- 


dy, and thereſore it is requiſite that they conſult 


them beſore- hand: If by fair Reaſoning they can 
bring them over to their Way of thinking, good 
and well; if not, it is reaſonable the Body of the . 
Congregation ſhould have ſomething like a Nega- 


tive upon theſe who repreſent them, about ſuch 
a tender and momentuous Point as the chuſing of 


* 


ſpiritual Guides for them. 


Object. 4. '1f the People be allowed a Negative 


ußon Herivors and Elders in planting Churches, 
they will claim the ſame upon the Fudicatories of 


the Church, which would tend to deſtroy our Con- 


ſtitution; for it would be to no Purpoſe to appeal 


from Presbyreries to Synoas, or to General Aſ-. 


| -/emblies, if the People by their Negative couud 
4 controui all. WITS 17 * We | 


Anſ. 1. No Man will pretend to reaſon thus a- 


bout Civil Affairs. None will ſay that it would 
| deſtroy the Government of the /ever Provinces, 
to allow each of them a Negative upon the reſt : 
Nor will any ſay that it would deſtroy the Bri- 
tiſh Conſtitution, to allow the Houſe of Commons 
a Negative upon the King and Houle of Peers in 
making of Laws; Or that it is to no Purpole to 


: apply to the King or Houſe of Peers for the Amen- 


ding of Laws, or the Redrefling of Grievances, 


becauſe the Houſe of Commons hath a Negative 
upon them. 


o 


* 


2. Theſe who argue ſo againſt the People's Ne- ; 
gutive in planting of Pariſhes, do not at all object 


againſt Heritors or Patrons having a Negative in 
planting of them; tho! it is evident that their Ne- 


gative is as deſtructive to our Conſtitution, and to 


Appeals, as the People's. | 


3. Notwithſtanding of this Negative, there 
1 1 8 F 2 would 


wy 
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would be {till Uſe for MA in caſe of Com- 
.Plaints from either Heritors, Elders, or People 
Fin Presbyteries for not doing them ice 
Vith Reſpe& to their diſterent Claims of Right; 
or in caſe of a People's oppoſing -a Candidate 


ng of mean 
tract, low Stature, or having ſome bodily-De- 


Ide 2 ſome trifling Prejudice, as his bei 


| -formity, or the like. 
' 4 It would be far more deſirable, if Heritors, 


Elders and People would lay afide all unreaſo- 


pable Humours in the ſettling of -Pariſhes, and by 
utual Condeſcenſions, for the Succeſs of the Go- 
7% 17 would compromiſe Matters at Home, ſo as 


ere would be no Occaſion for troubling the 


Cburch or themſelves with Appeals thereanent, 
Object. 3. This Pleading for the Neceſſity of the 
People's Conſent in planting of Pariſhes, is 4 
Condenming of many Presbyteries in the North, 

for planting Pariſhes by. their devolved Right. 
Anſ. 1. When the Church is ia ſtatu confiity- 
8240, or when a People are ſo ſunk in Ignorance, 
pr poiſoned with Error or Qbſtinacy, that they 
will not call a Miniſter ; in ſuch Caſes, Presbyte- 
ries have Authority from Chriſt to ſend faithful 
_ Miniſters to inſtruct them, and deal with them to 
pring them ta a better Mind: But this can never 
6 D any Judicatory to impoſe a Miniſter vio- 
tently upon a Chriſtian Congregation, that is wil- 
ling to chuſe, or conſent to have a faithful Paſtor 
fet over them. What a grievous Oppreſſion of 
God's Flock and Heritage mult it be, to {ay to 
them, © You. muſt of Neceſſity accept of chis 
ff Man as your Soul's Guide, nill ye, will ye; it is 
e to no Purpoſe to reclaim or diflent, for you 
& mult take kim, and commit the Charge of your 


» 


| 


id 


c oblige you to ſubmit co his Mimiſtry; otherwiſe, . 


. theſe Miniſters to a Sti 


* — 


** Souls to him, and to no other gj we have paſt a 
« Sentence for it, and it muſt be execute; We 
** have found the Man qualified, and we. will 


ce if ye do it not, ye {hall be debarred from the 
& Means of Salvation, at leaſt from all ſealing Ot- 
F dinances within this Church?“ Now, if ſuch 
a violent Courſe be not a Zoraing over God's He- 
ritage, a Ruling of bis Flack "with Force and 
Cruelty, and an Exerciſing a Dominion over their 
Faith and Conſoiences, I leave it to the World to 


judge. 


2. Presbyteries in the North who have planted 


_ Pariſhes by their devolyed Right, ſo far as I have 
: Acceſs to know, they ſtudied always to call and 
invite Men to take Charge of thele People's 


Souls, whom they knew the People had a ſecret 


Incination for, tho' they were not at Freedom to | 


declare ſo much, becauſe of the Fear they ſtood - 
in of their Heritors. But if there were any plan- 
ted otherwiſe in any Place, among a People wil- 


- ling to call a Goſpe -miniſter, it is my fixed Opt» 


nion, Whatever 1 5 Presbyteries might give . 


them and the People, unlels the People were plea - 
{ed to do it themſelves by their Aſter-ſubmiſſion ta 
their Miniſtry. | 


Object. 6. Where Judicatories haue made vib- 


lent Settlements, they were under ſome Kind of 


Force by Law, and by. young Mens accepting of 


Preſentations. 


5 


Anſ. 1. Inſtances can be given of violent Settle- 


ments, where there were no Preſentations im the 


Field. 


2. No Forge whatſomeyer ſhould oblige Judi 


/ Seon 


— 


pend, it was not in ther 
Power to conſtitute a paſtoral Relation bet wit 


8 
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catories to do 2 Thing that is contrary to Scripture, 
to Reaſon, and their own Principles. In any ſuch 


Caſe, it is always better to obey God than Man. 

3. It muſt ſurely be a miſerable Infatuation, for 

Men to Joy they are under a Force to follow 
Meaſures de 


ructive of their Mother-Church, 
"when the Legiſlature lays them under none by any 


Law yer in Being. And I have many able Lawiers 
ol the ſame Way of | thinking with me. All the 


Laws hitherto made concerning Patronages, do 


ſtill reſerve to the Church her full Power to judge 


of the Preſentee's Dualifications, and Fitneſs for 
the Pariſh and Charge to which he is preſented; 
yea, the Act that was made decimo Anne in the 
1712, reſtoring Patronages, doth exprelly reſerve 


this Power unto the Presbytery. Now, the Power 


which a Presbyrery hath to Jugge of a Man's Qua- 
lifications, is not to be reſtricted to theſe Qualifi- 
cations which fit him for the Miniſtry in general, 


but is to be extended to Qualifications which are 


neceſſary to fit him for the Miniſtry in that Pariſh 
to which he is preſented ; for a Man may be fitand 
qualified for one Charge, that is not ſo for ano- 


ther. Now, if a Presbytery find that a Pariſh, to 


which any Man is preſented, hath' ſuch an Averſi- 


on to him, that they will not receive him, nor 


hear him, they may warrantably judge that he is 
not qualified nor fit to edify that People, nor to 


anſwer the Ends of a Goſpel-miniſter in that Pa- 
riſh, and ſo upon good Ground they may refuſe to 
admit him. I grant that in this Caſe the Patron 
may, if he pleaſe, preſent another; or, if he 


pleaſe, he. may appeal to the Synod, and from 
them to the General Aſſembly; but, if the Aſ- 


ſiembly affirm the Presbytery's Sentence, the Law is 
express and plain, that the Cauſe mult abe End 


as 
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as they decern, and the Patron can carry the Mat- 
ter no ſurther. All this is evident from Act 7. 
Parl. 1567, which Act we have again ratified by 
Act 1. Parl. 1581. and this Act is again ratified 
by Act 1. Parl. 159 2. which Act is ratified by 


Act 5. Parl. 1690. which reſtored Presbytery at, 


the Revolution, and ſtands ſtill in Force, and is 
ratified by the Union, and ſtrengthned by Queen 
Annes Law for reſtoring Patronages. That this is 
the true Senſe of the Laws concerning Patronages, 
and the Senſe which our worthy Anceſtors. put upon 
them, is plain from this, that, notwithſtanding of, 


their being in full Force in their Days, they ſtill 


if | 


there be not one Soul for him in the whole Pariſh, 
oe os as nat hs 


declared from Time to Time in the Books of Dil-. 

cipline and Acts of Aſſembly (which Books were 
allo ratified by the Legiſlature) that aon is to he 
intruded into any Congregation againſt their Will. 
From all which it is moſt clear, that the Grievance. 
of Patronages is far from being ſo great as ſome. 
Church- courts have made it by their Deciſions 
and violent Proceedings, Now, when the Law 
doth not oblige us to thruſt, Men into Congregati- 
ons againſt their Conſent, it is a fore Matter that 
Churchmen, who, by their Office, are bound to 
be Guardians of the Church's Liberties, ſhould 
thus betray her into Slavery and Ruin. Our great 
Anceſtors ſtruggled nobly for the Liberty of Con- 
gregations, and actually maintained the ſame, 
during.the long Time they were under the Yoke 
of Patronages,. and that as ſeverely as we ; and 
ſhall we yield all up to the Patrons at once, 
without any Neceſſity for our ſo doing? Accor- 
ding to the ak that ſome ſeem to put upon the 
Patronage-laws, we muſt admit a Man to a Pariſh 
upon a bare Preſentation from the Patron; tho 


” 
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Which is moſt ridiculous ; for, at this Rate; we 
might have Whole Presbyteries, nay : whole Synods 
of Miniſters, without atiy-Flocks at all, which the 
ature never intended. It is foorr enough for | 
Church · eqͤurts to follow theſe diſtracted and ruin 4 
ing Meaſures, when the Parliament doth explain 
the Patronage-laws'in ſuch” a rigid and deſtructive 
Senſe : For, why ſhould we deſtroy ourfelves be- 
fore the Time? drake 
_ » ObjeR:” According id the Senſe which you put 
upon theſe Laws, Patrons might keep Pariſhes 
/ vacant if they pleaſed a very long Timm. 

' Anſ. No Doubt they may, which is a very 
great Grievance ; but it is betrer to let Pariſhes be 
vacant ſome Years (which is not our Sin) than to 
take ſinful and deſtructive Methods to have them 
planted. Let us keep in the Way of Duty, as out 

Anceſtors did, and kind Providence may interpoſe 
for us ſooner than we expect. 


oo 


— 
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4th, We have a ſhort Way to eaſe ourſelyes 
of this Grievance, vis. by keeping our Preachers 
to their Duty, and eh them to act conform 
to the Principles of this Church, to which they 

engage when licenſed ; "whit; if they did, they 
would not accept a Preſentation, at leaſt without 
a previous Concurrence from the Pariſh and Pres- 
bytery. For a Man to obtain or accept a Preſen- 
tation to a Pariſh, before the People regularly ſig- 
| 15 their Inclinations for him, is plainly his taking 
2 Coutſe to thruſt himſelf by Violence into the 
Miniſterial Office: He thereby ſays, The Pariſh 

„ "ſhall have no free Election of a Miniſter, fo far 

te as I cat binder it: If they take not me, they 

de ſnall have none at all; or, if T can poſſibly get 

. & Presbytery or Committee to 7 * in as | 

e monrg them, I Il be their Miniſter whether they | 


« will 
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ide Sinfulneſs of this — of ſpoiling Chriſtian 


. 
ce will or not.“ Now, doth not any Man well 


deſerve to be cenſured and rejected, Who will dare 


to take ſuch a ſinſul and oppreſſive Method to get 
into the Paſtoral Office ? 19 eee en I 
419 Object. Will you” make . Alan to be guilty of 
Sin when: he 1s obeying the Law?  —© - 
+; \Anſ. The Law requires no ſuch Obedience 
ſrom him, but leaves it optional and free to him 
to act according to his Principles; the which if he 
and every Preacher would do, Patronage, as the 
Law preſently ſtands, would be no Burden to 
the Church at all, except the keeping of a 


Church vacant for ſix Months aſter the Incum- 


bent's Death, If Patronage in itſelf be a heavy 
_ Yoke and Burden.upowthe Church#of God, it is 
moſt clear that the Accepting-of Preſentations 
- muſt be a Sin, ſeeing it is this Practice only which 
makes Patronage to be a Burden to us, and 
-wreathes this Yoke about our Church's Neck. If 
it be a Sin to 1 a Family ora ſingle Man in 
any of their Civil Rights, it muſt ſurely be à Sin 
es oppreſs a whole Pariſh in their Spiritual Rights. 
If ir be a Sin to bind a heavy Yoke or Burden upon 


any of our Fellow-Creatures, a Byrden grievous on | 


be born, according to Mar. xiii. 4. it muſt 

a grievous. Sin to bind a heavy Yoke upon a whole 

National Church, as Preſentees now do. Nay, it 
is plain that their Acceptances are the main Sourte 
of our preſent Troubles, of the violent Settle- 
ments, of the publick Acts and Proceedings now 
complained of, and of the ſad Diviſions and Rup- 
tures preſently in the Church, and all the fatal 
Conſequences of them to precious Souls. Where- 
fore I would: earneſtly intreat (as ſeveral Synods 
have done) allb young Preachers to lay to Heart 
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Will ye 
8 700 to go and cry to the King and Parliament for 
Relief, when it is in your Power to relieve her? 
Ahl we are put to the Bluſh to addreſs them upon | 
your Account! For, when we ſhall complain 
to them of the Grievance of Patronage, may they 
not anſwer us, If it be a Grievance, why do your 
Miniſters and Preachers ſolicite for Preſentations, 


der no 


(r 


Congregations of cheir ights, and violenting them 
in their Settlements, and thereby ſtopping the Suc- 


ceſs of the Goſpel, and endangering the Salvation 
of Multitudes ot Souls, ſo far as ye can. What a 


ſearful Account will ye have to give for their 
Blood at the great and terrible Day of the Lord, 
if ye repent not! | Nay, ye provoke the Lord to 
ſend heavy Strokes F e upon yourſelves 

ful Tampering with Pa- 
trons, and ſtrengthning their Hands, and your 
Activity in forcing yourſelves into the ſacred Of- 
fice, have a plain Tendency to debauch your Con- 
ſciences at your Entrance into the Miniſtry," to 


- tempt the Holy Spirit to leave you, and give you 


up to yourſelves, whereby you will ſoon loſe 
your wonted, Tenderneſs of Conſcience, and your 
former awful Impreſſions of God, and of the E- 


vil of Sin, and ſo bring on greater Hardneſs and 
Obduration, which will make Way for open Out- 
breakings and final Ruin, if tender Mercy do not 
prevent it. | | 33 
But, if ye have no Regard to yourſelves, I be- 
ſeech you to ſhew ſome Humanity to your Mother- } 
Church: Be not fo cruel as to wreathe a heavy 


Yoke 1 her, which ſhe is not able to bear. 
ill go on to oppreſs her, till ſhe be obli- 


and accept them ſo cheerſully, when they are un- 
Neceflty dum the Law to do it? Alas! 


" 
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my Brethren, what ſhall we reply to this? We 
are ſadly ſtraitned and diſtreſſed by your Means. 


The Lord determine ſucceeding Preachers to ſree 
us from the Strait. Amen. 5 


II. The ſecond Claſs of Miniſters. 
I come now in the ſecond Place to apply the 
Doctrine proſecuted in my Sermon, concerning 
r {| the Excellency of Chriſtian Unity and Concord, 
c | to another Claſs of my Reverend Brethren, ' vis. 
* theſe who are ſo diſobliged by the violent Procee- 
o dings and Settlements of former Years, that they 
a | are now ready to break off from the Communion 
> | of this Church, and carry many others with them. 
8 I would intreat ſuch with all Humility to deli- 
berate well before they form a Schiſm, or ſeparate. 
1 | themſelves from the Church of Scotland: Altho?. 
ſhe hath many Defects, yet I know not any Na- 
+ | tional Church upon Earth ſo pure in her Doctrine 
and Worſhip, and ſo well conſtitute in her Govern- 
ment and Diſcipline, as ſhe by the Mercy of God 
{til} continues to be. 
I'acknowledge, ſome Things of. late Years have 
fallen out in the Conduct of Judicatories, which 
have been very grieving and offenſive to the Ge- 
neration of God's People, but they are by no 
Means ſufficient Grounds of Separation. And, to 
ſatisfy my Reverend Brethren thereanent, I would N 
beſeech them with Calmneſs to read what a great 
Man of God, a celebrated Divine of the Church 
of Scotland, hath written upon this Subject; 
and that in a Time of great Diviſions in this 
Church, much like theſe of our Day, when they 
came the Length to luſpend and depoſe one ano- 
ther for very ſinall Matters: I mean judicious Mr. 
G2 Dur- 
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Durham, who was a farrowful Spectator of theſe 
Differences-which fell out in this Church after the . 
Year 1650, which at length rent and broke her 
to Pieces, and paved the Way to the bringing in 


of Prelacy in the Year 1661. 
Upon this mournſul Occaſion, that great Man 
wrote the 4th Fart of his Treatiſe upon Scandal, 


—_— Concerning © ſcandalous Diviſions. Mr. 


Hair tells us, That, when he dictated it, he was 

fa very weak, that he could not write it with his 
' own Hand; and that it contains his laſt and dy- 
ing Thoughts concerning the Peace of the Church, 
and the Evil of Diviſion, when he himſelf was ripe 


for Glory, and was even entred into the Suburbs 


ol the Land of Peace. Well then may that -va- 


Juable Piece bear the Title it hath, vis. The dying 


Man Teftament to the Church of+ Scotland: TI 


obſerve in that 4th Part, he ſets forth the Evils 
and diſmal Conſequences of | Diviſion and Separati- 


on im a very affecting Manner, Chap. 3. 
Again, in Chap. 7. he tells of ſeveral. Defects 
which ought not to hinder Cburch-Union, ſuch 
as unvvorthy Church-Officers being in a Church; 
For (fays he) to expect a Church free of theſe, is 


to expect the Barn-tloor to be free of Chaff; and 


to defer Church. Union till that Time, is to fru- 
ſtrate all God's Commands which ' preſs Union. 
Alſo, be tells us there, Phat many wrong Steps in 
udicatories ought not to hinder this Union ; for 
in the Churches of 4fia, Rev. ii. there was tole- 


rating of Zezabe and the N:colaitans, and yet 


there is no Separation called for upon that Ac- 
enunt.——— Likewiſe Nicodemus and Jaſeph of 
Arimathea continued to act in the Jeruiſh San- 
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C89. 
hedrim, when very cgrrupt; and were not there» 
by accounted acceſſory to the evil Deeds done 
there, in regard they had Acceſs to teſtify 1 0 | 
them ; and, by their continuing therein, they had 
Accels to hinder many wicked ones, which, if they 
had ſeparated, they could not doo. 


Like wiſe, he faith, A Man may ſaſely unite with 
a Church, in the following Cales; 1/2, If he be not 
put to condemn, any Thing which he thinks law- - 
ful. 24%, It he be not put to approve of any 
Thing that he thinks ſinſul. 34%, When he is 

1 to reſtrain him from 
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Scotlana. 9 131 A n 
Object. Sar the Church of Scotland bath of 
late made great Defection from Reformation- 
Princi ples, and made As inconſiſtent therewith ; 
ſhe hath encouraged Patronages and uiolent Set- 
tlements, cenſured Miniſters: for ſpeaking againſt 
theſe Things, &c. r 
Anſ. I am ſorry that there is ſo much Ground for 
| Whats objected; but yet what hath fallen out this 
Way hath been done precipitantly,by a Party, with- 
out the Mind and Conſent of the Church, And, 
as an Evidence of it, we ſee the Proceedings com- 
plained of, have ſo effectually reuzed. and alarmed 
the whole Church, and the Presbyteries thereof, 
that they thought it needful to ſend up their In- 
1 | ; ſtr uctions 
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ſtructions thereanent to + Aſſembly, May 1734, 
with many of the oldeſt Men in the Church, and 
that from the moſt remote Iſles and Corners there- 
of, in order to put a Stop to the prevailing Evils, 
and to conſult upon the moſt proper Means for - 
Reformation. And, being myſelf an Eye-witneſs- 
thereto, I can ſay, They came up with warm and 
zealous Hearts to ſeek the Good, and promote the 
Welfare of Zion, and were willing to the utmoſt 
of their Power to reform every Thing amiſs; which 
was toſt refreſhing to behold. Nay, if the Aſſem- 
bly 1734 was not a free, faithful and reforming 
. Aſſembly, I may ſay, I never faw one in Scor- 


land. L | 

Queſt. But what have they done to deſerve theſe 
Characters? A 4 $5 NG 03 4 

Anſ. In the ſhort Time they had; they have 
done à great many good Things, and were incli- 
ned to have done more, if their Time could have 
allowed. They have given a Check to unfair and 
clandeſtine Methods of electing the Members of 
Aſſembly. They bave renewed and ſtrengthned 
the old Acts, which were the Barriers and Fences 
of our Conſtitution, againſt Innovations. They 
bave reſcinded the Act of Aſſembty 1530, which 
hindred to teſtify againſt wrong Deeds, by recor- 
ding of Diſſents with Reaſons. They have reſcin- 
ded the Act of Aſſembly 1732, becauſe it was un- 
ſavourable to the Liberties of the People in calling 
of Miniſters. They have relieved ſeveral Pariſhes 
under Oppreſſion, and given a Check to violent 
* Settlements. They have turned out a Miniſter that 
was ſettled in a violent Manner, and have prohi- 
bited the Commiſſion to ſettle any by Committees 


when Presbyteries are unclear to do it. They have- 
| | ſecured 
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- ſecured. all due Miniſterial Feedom -in- teſtifying a- 
- gainſt, Defections, notwithſtanding the Act 9 A 
ſembly 1733. cenſuring Mr. Erskine. They have 
impowered the Synod of Stirling to reſtore the four 
_ ejected Brethren. They have brought the Com- 
miſſion under ſome new Regulations, and by a 
Deciſion declared their Sentences to be reverſible. 
bey have relerred an Overture for regula- 
ting the Method of preaching to their Commiſſion 
to prepare it for the next Aſſembly. They referred 
to the Commiſſion to appoint a National Faſt, that 
wie may all mourn for theſe Evils which we cannot 
get helped; which they have done. They have 
impowered their Commiſſion to addreſs the King for 
Relief from Patronages. They ordered all the In- 
ſitructions from Presbyteries to be read and conſi- 
dered, fo that none of them were buried; and 
: what Things they had not Time to overtake, they 
referred them either to their Commiſſion or to 
the next Aſſembly. And, if it ſhall pleaſe kind 
Providence to determine Presbyteries to ſend. u 
Members to the next Aſſembly, of the ſame Dit> 
_ "poſition with the laſt, to proſecute what they have 
begun, I would look on it as a Token for good to 
this poor Church, 1 
In the mean Time, let us not deſpiſe the Day 
of ſmall Things. Let us not diſtruſt the Power and 
' Goodneſs of God, nor deſpond as hopeleſs Men 
in a Time of Danger, as we have done. We 
Let us not be unthankful to Scotland's covenanted 
God, who hath many Times remembred us in our 
low Eſtate. Let us praiſe him for bringing up ſo 
many good and wiſe Men to the laſt Aſſembly 
1734, for the Help and Relief of their Mother- 
Church in Diſtreſs. 5 ; | 4 15 
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Let us yeo'y him” that ena led them to remove 
ſo many Stumbling-blocks out of the Way of the 
G — * | 
us praiſe him that Long them in their 
Ne g and Actings, and kept them from going 
to any imprudent Extremes and mien as lome 
ex * wiſhed. 

aiſe him that determined our King's 
"Heart oy d ſuch a Commiſſioner to the Aſſem- 
bly at ſuch 5 N one that is 2 y Friend 
to the Peace and Welfare of this Church, who 
nowWiſe inclined to ſtraiten the Ace, but wai- 
ted on them with much Patience, cho their _ 
Were very long and tedious. 

But if, after all, there be found atiy Meinbers of 
"this Chinrch, who fill repine, ad undervalue: all 
theſe Mercies, I hall bs forry for it; for I tiumbly 
dk they are chafgeable with an undutitul Rery 
to a gracious God, that hath given this poor Chure 
an unexpected and undeſerved Lift, and hath put a 
remarkable Stop to the Courſe ol Violence and Op- 
ere and hath in a great Meaſure reſtored Li- 

erty and Safety both to Miniſters and People. | 
Jet us not, by our Unthankfulneſs and Milimprove® = 
ment of the Lord s kind Dealings, provoke him to 
turn again and deſtroy us, after he bath done us ſo 
much Good. 
Nay, my Brethren, 1 cannot allow myſelf to 
| think: but that, after due Deliberation, you will 
notice the gracious Hand of God that hath given 
ſuch an unexpected Turn to our Affairs; and that 
you will know, in this Day of our merciſul Viſita- 
tion, the Things which belong to the Peace of this 
Church, and join cordially with your Brethren to 


* forward the Reformation ſo Happily begun. 


R 
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Will-any entertain Thoughts of dividing or ſepa- 
rating from a refarming Church, a Church wreſtling 
to get rid of her Grievances, a Church mourning 
for the Exils which ſhe cannot get removed, a 
Church & ing to the Lord to come and help for- 
ward his owu Work ? 1 | 
Object. But there are ſome Brethren. who, by 
Church-Sentences, are caſt out of Miniſterial Com- 
mumion with this Church, and for doing what 
they think was Duty; - ſo that the Separation is 
uo to be laid at their Door. J 
Anſ. Whatever Sentences have been paſt againſt 


them, the Aſſembly 1734 have not ſhewed much 
Regard to them, but have ſtretched out a long Arm 
to fetch in theſe Brethren again, that they may 


have their good Aſſiſtance in carrying on the Work 
of the Lord. And, for facilitating their Return, 
the Aſſembly have ſtruggled with all their Might, 
and againſt much Oppoſition, to get Stumbling- 


blocks removed out of their Way, and did not in- 
cline to require any Condition of Miniſterial Com- 


munion of them that might be ſtraitning to them. 


They have exactly fallen in with Mr. Dur ham's 


Advice for Union, in his Treatiſe on Scandal, 
4th Part, Chap. 3. where he lays, © Tho? one Side 


e ſhould fail on their Part in condeſcending to 


c obtain Union, yet the other ought not to fail, 
© but to go the furtheſt Lengths for obtaining it, 
ce that warrantably they can, that ſo the evil Con- 
ce ſequences of Separation may not be laid at their 
«© Door.” And that good and great Man gives 
many excellent Advices and Direction for healing 
Diviſions, and obtaining Union, in the 8th, gth 
and roth Chap. of the ſaid 4th Part, which are well 
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worthy of our reading and ſerious Conſideration. 4 
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1 
T hope, all my Brethren will ſtill be ſenſible of 
the Advantage and Uſefulneſs of our National 
>hurch-conftiturian, and be tender of doing any 

hing to break or crumble it to Pieces, Under 
God, it hath been a great Mean to prefſ&ve Sound- 
nels of Doctrine and Purity of Worſhip in this 
Land for theſe 174 Years paſt: But, if it were 
deſtroyed, how faſt would Error and Superſtition 
ſpread among us? Bleſſed be God, that we have 

ill a National Church- power to preſcribe proper 
Remedies for National Calamities, and to appoint 
Days for National Faſting and n when 
dur Sins and Diſtempers turn univerſal, as at this 

; Day. And ſeeing the Lord in his gracious Provi- 
dence is calling us to theſe ſolemn Duties in a ſhort 
Time, I wiſh he may prepare us for them, that we 
may jointly meet, fait and mourn together for our 
woful Backſlidings and Diviſions, ' and try if we 
can this Way weep our divided Hearts into one 


Lump, and by our united Prayers and Supplications 

prevail with God for Chriſt's fake to return in 
Mercy to this National Church, and cheriſh a Spirit 
of Zeal andReformation in it, for ſuppreſſing and re- 
moving every Thing that ſtops the Succeſs of the 
Goſpel and Progreſs of true Religion among us. 
And ſeeing Schiſms and Diviſions have a very fad 
Tendency this Way, let us all uſe our utmoſt En- 
deavours to remove them, that we may ſet about 
He * up of Jeruſalem with joint Hearts — 

ads. 

It is not eaſy to tell how prejudicial our Diſcords 
are to the carrying on of God's Work, and how 

_ Rumbling they are to an ungodly World. That 

old Enemy Cælſus uſed to object againſt Chriſtiani- 

D upon this very Ground; Were we willing 1 | 

| e 


"4: 
he) z turn Chriſtians, we know. not of what Par. 
2% to be, ſeeing ye all pretend to follow Chriſt ; 
Whereas in the Apoſtolick Times, when Chriſti- 
ans were unite together, both eus and Gentiles 
came flocking in to tbem. Well then, let us all 
be content to do any Thing, yield to any Thing, 
facrifice any Thing, nay, ſuffer the greateſt Diſho- 
nour, rather than wrong the Intereſt of our Glo- 
rious Maſter by our unnatural and burtful Divi- 
ſions. Nt , . 
Leet us alſo remember, that they expoſe us to the 
Scorn of our Enemies, in whoſe Sight and Preſence 
we ſhould be loth to diſcover our Shame. The 
Spirit of God doth remark ir as an Aggravation of 
the Evil of the Seryants of Abram and Lot their 
Contending together, that he Canaanite aud Pe- 
rizzite a,elt then in the Lang, Gen. xiii. ). Now, 
why ſhould we afford them a Feaſt, and an Occa- 
ſion to triumph and ſay, Ahn, ſo world we have 
it? Our very Enemies may put us to the Bluſh ; 
for they often join more cloſly againſt the Intereſt 
of Chriſt's Kingdom, than we join for it. We 
read of a Dozen Sorts of Enemies, /d. Ixxxii. 
5, 6, 7, 8. tho' they had interfering Intereſts 
among themſelves, yet they could all agree againſt 
Religion, 3 a 
And further, let us mind, when a Rent is once 
made, it is not eaſily cured; Union, when once 
loſt, is ſeldom recovered again. We ſee Paul and 
Barnabas theſe eminently godly Men and dear in- 
timate Companions, when once they divided and 
parted aſunder, We hear no more of their Meeting 
together again. Oh! Diviſion is a Sin we ſeldom 
repent of; nay, we commonly juſtify it, and 
plead Divine Warrant for all we do. A ſcandalous 
1 e 
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Perſon may be brought to confefs his Sin, but a 
Church. divider will ſtand to it, if Mercy do not 
remarkably, interpoſe, The Beginning of Strife is 
like the letting forth of Waters ; when once the 


Dam is but a little cut, the Breach will widen of - 


itſelf, till there is no ſtopping of it, thro? the prevail- 
ing Waters: Therefore ſaith the wiſe Man, leave 
off Contention before it be meadled with; deſiſt 
timeoufly from it, Prov. xvii. 14. 3 
Again, we hereby weaken the Inte of the 
Church, and make her an eaſy Prey unto her E- 


nemies. And I believe it will be found, that the 


Church never was deſtroyed, nor Religion rooted 
out in any Nation of the World, but Diviſions 
ſtill have had a principal Hand therein. And it is 
no Wonder they bring Ruin, when the Effuſions of 
the Spirit are upon this Account withheld, and 


God provoked to let our Enemies looſe, and to 


ive us all up unto their Malice and Fury, Ah! 
ittle do we many Times conſider, when we ſuffer 
our Wrath to kindle one againſt another, that in 
the mean Time we are joining together to kindle 
the Wrath of a Jealous and Holy God againſt us 
all; according to that Word, Ja. ix. 21. Manaſ- 
ſeh againſt Ephraim, and Ephraim againſt Manaſ- 
ſeh, aud they together againſt Judah: For this his 
Anger is not turned away, but bis Hana is ſtret- 
eve out [iill. And that Word, Hof. ix. 7. The 
Days of Viſitation are come, for the Multitude of 
hi ne Iniquiiy, aud (N. B.) fer the great Hatred. 
O then, let us beware of provoKing our Friend to 
leave us, or to bring heavy Judgments upon us, 
becauſe of our Animoſities and Diviſions. In a 
Word, no Man can tell the Miſchief of Diviſions; 
they are againſt the Peace, againſt the Enlarge- 
F mend 
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ment, againſt the Strength, againſt the Beauty, and 
againſt the Safety of the Church. dels; 
What more ſhall I fay to my Reverend and dear 
Brethren to engage them to Union? O that I kneyy, 
the Argument that would prevail! the Advice 
that would reliſn! I would -not omit it. But, 
what ſignify Mens Words to make Peace, if the 
Prince ot Peace do not interpoſe, and incline our 
Hearts to Peace? O if he would give us more of 
the Wiſdom that is from above, that is firſt pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated |! 
It is to him we mult go, and earneſtly ſeek and 
| | pray for the Peace of Feruſalem; for it is he only 
that can 3% his People with Peace. . 
I ſhall conclude with a few Words of Advice, 
which I pray the Lord may ſhine upon. | 
| 1/?, Let us think much of the amiable Beauty 
that is in Union, eſpecially among the Miniſters of 
' Chriſt, and to keep it our View: Let us be fre- 
quently meditating and finging over the Pſalmiſt 
David's ſweet Words, as in our Verſion, Pat, 
| cxxxiii. 1. Behold how good a Thing it is, and 
how becoming well, «together ſuch as Brethren 
; are, inUmty to awell. 
230%, Let us think much of our Mortality. Tt is 
{aid of Bees, when they are like to become tu- 
multuous and unruly, Throw Duſt among them, 
and they turn peaceable. A few grave Thoughts 
of the Duſt caſt into our Minds, might. ſerve to 
allay our tumultuous Paſſions, and ſweeten us into 
peaceable Diſpoſitions; Why? Ina very few Years 
all our Bodies will ly very quietly and peaceably 
| together in the ſilent Duſt ; There is no Strife nor 
Diviſion tbere. oh | 
; 34%, Let us think much of the Life of * 
1 a1 
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and the Union of the Iuhabitants there: There is 
not one jarring Word or Thought among them: 
There the General Aſlembly of the Church of the 
Firſt-born meet all together wh one Accord ; Their 
Hearts are filled with Love ne to another, and they 
fing their Songs together with the ſweeteſt Har- 
mony. Now, mall not theſe whom God hath 
ordained as Co-heirs of Heaven, eternally to live 
and fing together, be _ to agree together 
for a ſhort Time in this Houſe of their Pilgrimage 
below? Surely the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, when 
they meet all together above, may have Cauſe to 
be aſhamed of many of their haſty Diviſions and 
Separations here below. en 
Tay, Let us mind how much our ancient 
zealous Pretbyterian Miniſters were againſt Separa- 
tion, ſuch as Rutherſoord, Dickſon, + Henderſon, 
Cant, and many others a hundred Years ago, who 
bore the Burden in the Heat of the Day, and 
_ wreſtled againſt the ſad Defections and Corruptions 
of the Church before the Year 1638. Theſe were 
worſe Days than ahy that moſt of us have ſeen, 
when faithful Miniſters were ſadly perſecuted for 
oppoſing the five Articles of Perth, and other 
' Superftitions then brought into the Church: Yet, 
it is to be obſerved of all thefe zealous Miniſters, 
they never ſeparated from the Judicatories of the 
Church, while no ſinful Terms of Communion 
were impoſed upon them, but attended the Pres- 
Hyteries and Synods as Members even where the 
Biſhops preſided. They reckon'd (like o/eph 
and Nůümemus, Members of the Zew:/h Sanhe- 
drim) that they could do better Service to God by 
continuing in theſe Courts, than by ſeparating 
nom them: For, while in them, they had Accels 
ef; * 
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to do ſome Good, to oppole corrupt Courſes, and 
to hinder many wicked Acts and Deeds, which 
they could not have done if they had ſeparated | 
from them. And, in this faithful] wreſtling Courſe, 
God remarkably owned them, and at Jength 
" ſent them a wonderful Deliverance in the Year 
1638, | 
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